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Mareh 26, 1958

The President
The Whits House
Washington, D. C.

If we are to achieve an expanding economy whiech will enable us to
assume our proper role of world leadership in the struggle

against coommmism, we mast have a firm farm economy. Urge your
aMS.J.R.lgléz.

*

A. Philip Randolph, President .
Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters




July 16, 1958

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C.

My dear Mr, President:

You no doubt are aware of the great interest expressed
by millions of Americans in the June 23 White House Conference
at which time you received graciously Messrs, Lester B, Granger,
Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr., Roy Wilkins and myself.

While our conference was concerned with many problems
of great interest to millions of Americans and especially Negro
citizens, I would like to quote herewith point number two in our
nine point program which was submitted to you at that timet

Much emphasis has been laid on the need for restoring
communication between white and colered Southerners who
are troubled by a ocommon fear of reaction. The President
can well set the example in this matter by convoking a
wWhite House Conference of constructive leadersaip to dis-
cuss ways and means of complying peaceably with the Court's
rulings.

It was the hope of our committee in presenting these
proposals that after study and consideraztion appropriate acticn in
the interest of the general public welfare could be expected from
the White House. However, inasmueh as the opening of school for
the fall term is less than two months away it becomes increasingly
imperative that a White House Conference be convened as an expres-
sion of thé interest and determination of the Nation's Chief
Executive to give to our Country a preogram which would aid in
obtaining a more orderly compliance with our Constitution as
interpreted by the United States Supreme Court.

I can assure you that I express the hopes of millions
of our fellow citizens when I say that such a White House Confer-
ence convened at the very earliest possible time would be in the
interest of the general welfare and would help in achieving what
the United States Supreme Court in the public school desegregation
cases meant when it said, "with all deliberate speed.,”

Very respectfully yours,

A, Philipy Rzndolph
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The Preaident
The White House
qunm, De Co

Dear Mr. Pregident:

You no doubt are aware of the greal intercst expressed ly
millions of Americ~ns in the June 23 White House Confarence at which
time you received rasiously Dre Martin Iuather ding, Jr., Messrs.
Lester B, Granger, Roy Wilkins and wmyself,.

wWhile our conference was concerned with many problems of
great interest to millions of Americans, and especlally Negro ciilsens,
I would like to quove herewith pointsone and two in our nine point
program which was submitted to you at that time,

*The President of the United St:tes should declare in

a nationwide proncuncement, prior to September, that the
law will be vigorously upheld with the total resources
at his com and,

Much ephasis has been laid on the nead for restoring
comuinication betwsen white and colored Southernars
who are troubled by a common fear of reaction. The
President can well set the example in this matter by
convoking a White House Conference of constructive
leadersh:p to discuss ways and means of complying
peacaeably with the Courtts rulings.”

In view of the recent victory of Governor Orval Faubus in the
demoecratiec primary eloction in Arkansas, which has dealt a blow to law
and order at homs and our status as the leader of the free world airoad,
both of these points are irmensely apropos at this hour,
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August 1, 1958

We were oncouraged by your reaction 1, tlie proposal for a
white Houss Conference because in our judpenont an urpent and 4mediate
need exiagts for such a ma.tinge

In reflecting upon our discussiony 1t seumed Lo we that time
had not permitted clear and precise definitions. Our proposal env:sa es
a confer-nce not on ¢ivil rights questions in _oneral vhich are 40 be
submitteod for debate to a group with widely diverpent viewsg rather,
we are urging the convening of a While House Conferonce on inplementing
the Supreme Court deciaion on integrated efwation.

Jith such a sul Juety, lindted in scope, sevural things can be
achieveds

Firgts The developmunt of & provram will e facilitatod by
getting realizaido roals, while man: other areas of conflict oxist
and require at-entiony, it is wiser to gelect one for intensive, sericus
study to insure substantial progress. ['urthermors, the integration
of schools hiag becoms a orucial and symbolic affort which aliects all
other aspects of the civil rijhts strugrle.

Seconds  The pergons invited ae not selected to reprosent
different points of views, Rather, the character of the conference
requires that invitees Le those who have accepted the jupreme Court
docision as lew, and integration as a princinples or those whose adherence
to law and ordor and rogpect ior the Court are parancunt leliefs, talking
precadence over Jdistaste or personal dislike for the Suprems Court decisions
It is particularly irportent that the character of the conforence be
established az an asremblage of leaders whose minimun view is that law
and order e upheld, over those whogse convistions concoarning the Constitution
and laws of morality motivate them to realising solutions at the earlisst
monante

Juch a8 conf rence could not conceivably include persons who are
determined to thwart and frustraie the law, 7To invite thwn 1o the vhite
House to challence the FTourteenth Amendment and the Supreme Court decision
would te nolitically end socially grotasque, The Chief Executive Tunctions
to enforee the laws o” the nation, Those whe oppose the laws have a
constitutional right o express themselvi:s, but thay could hardly, in
fairness 10 those the law sseks to protect, 8 glven encouragenent and a
forum by the wWhite House,

I an enthusiastic about the constructive resulis such a
conference would inevitably yiedd, I earnostly lLollevo the majority
of Americans, white and Ne.ro, a/ier years of debate and tensions, . enuinely
desire that both jJustice and social psace he atiained, Their honest

i
|
|

YL
X




The President
Page 3
Agust 1, 1958

conacience will respond warnly to a serious oblatesmanelike quest for
plans wldch accomplish reguiis, elininate v olemce and rolice tengiong.

As it has oi'ten been suated, fils is not a Neyro pro-.lem lut an
Amorican problem, and the white citisens of the nation surely will at this
point welcome the dei nitive and promising character of a White House
moeting.

It 1s further =y considered view that it is iuperative that
guch & conference lw held at the earliest possible dates I em convinced
that such @ conference will not only reducs temsion, but it will also
provide pecple of jood will in many parts of tho South 'Ath the courage
and wisdom to deal croatively with the small —inorily of local citimens
who at'empt to create confusion and stir up violence.

In addition, such a conferince will Lelp us deal with the
rustration and bitterness that infests many Seyre people, who fervenily
look to their jovernment to take the roral and educational lsadership
that the sit stion reguires, just as it took the loadership under your
£irm hand in cleansin;, the Capitel and the armed forces of owr natiom of
the evil of se:rcpubion, for whichy you @y he assured, citigens of coler
are deeply rratefid.

Heodless to say, I greatly approciate how very hugy you are,
tut 1 have neveribeless written you at soe length since, in the eyes
of the world, anl in the hearts of aillicns of Americans; the problem
we haveo iscucssed iy '‘he harometor of American democracy.

I hone to hear from you at your carliest convenience.

Vory rospectlully yours,

A. Philip Handolph
International Presldent
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Avguat 1’ 1950

Thoe President
The White House
Mﬁngm, Ne Co

dear e Presidonte

You no doubt are aware of the great intorast expresced 'y
milliong of Americans in the Juno 23 wWhite House Conference ot vhich
time you received ;raciocusly Dre Yartin luther Xing, Jres Mecars,
Iegtor D Granger, oy Mlkine and myoelfs

¥hile cur confarence was concaerned with nany problens of
great interest to rdllions of Amoricans, and eapaciﬂlyﬁegro ¢ (isens,
I would like to quotd horewith point:one and two in our nine point
progran which was gubmitted to you at that time.

"The President of the United Stntes should deoclare in

a naticawide pronouncenent, prior to Jeptenber, that the
low will be vigorously uphold with the total roswurces
at his com and,

HMuch @ phasis has been laid on the neod for restoring
comunication betwegan white and colorad Southorners
who are troubled by a couxrwn Jear of reaction, The
Prosidont can well set the exarple in this ratier by
convolting @ White liouse Conference of constructive
leadersh.p to discuss ways and neang of corplying
pencoably vith the Court?s rulings.®

In view of the recent victory of Governor Orval Faubup in the
denocratic primary election in Arkansas, which has dealt a Dlow to law
mmathamaﬂwsmm“mmaf he free world a road,
both of these points are irmoncely spropos at this hour,
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Yo wore ohcouragad by yuur reaction 4o thie proposal {or a
¥hlte Houge Conforoneo Lecguse in our Judoexmt an urpent and imediate
need exiois for auwech a Mo .binge

:n roflecting upon our digeucoiony 2¢ seumed to ro that ¢4me
had not porrdtted clear ard precise dofinitionss Our proposal env.aa e
& confor nco not on ¢ivil rizhts questions in : onoral which arc 20 Le
submitied for dotate to & group with widely divarpent viewsy rathor,
we are urging the convening of a vhite House Conferance on irplementing
the Supreme Court dec/glion on inteprated o luecations

Wwith such a suljeet, linited dn scopey sevoral things can be
echievods

Pirots Tho development of a program will o focilitatod bty
gotting realisaido roalse Hhileo man’ other areas of conflict oxist
and require abt.ention, it g wiger to sclect e for intensive, sericus
stuly to insure sudbstantial projresss Murthermoro, the intogration
of schools has hecome & oruclal and aymbolic effort vwhich afiects all
other agpects of the civil ri hte strugrle.

Secunds  The persons invited a.o not selectod to reprosent
different pointe of viows, HRather, the character of the conference
requires that invitees Le those who have accepted the Uupreme Court
docision as low, and intecretion as @ principley or those whose adherence
to law and ordor and rogpect for the Court are parancunt l.oliefs, talting
precedonce ovar distaste or porsonal dlalike for the Supreme Court doclelcne
It is particularly idrportant that the charncter of the conforenco 'e
establiohed as an assemblage of lesdors whose mdndsun view is thet law
and order be uphold, over those whose convictions concorning the Conotitution
and laws of norality motivate them to roalising colutions at the carlicet
nomante

Juch 8 confurence could not concoivably include persons vho are
determdned to thwart and frustraie the law, 70 invite then %0 the ‘hite
liouse to challemye tho Fourteonth Amondmont and the Supreme Court decision
would be politlcally and socially crotosques The Chief Mooutive Tunctions
to enfoive the laws o the nations Thooe vho oppose the laws have 8
constitutional right 0 express themselvis, but they could hardly, in
fairnene to those the law seeks %0 prolect, e given encouragenent and a
forum by the vhie Douso.

< an onthusiastio about the constructive rosults guch @
conference woid inevitahly yields I emrncotly tcliove the ralority
of Amoricang, whilte and le:10y a’ter years of debate and tencions, anuinely
degire that both Justice and sccial peace o attained, Their honost
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congelonie Wil regpund wory 0 o serfous tatosianellle quoot Lo
plang which aveo plish regulivy ollidina’c v cloBco anx! reuce onolonbe

Ao 3% has ofvon been gtatedy t:io is not a lle ro pro lon "ut an
Aroriocan proulomy and the white ol tisong of Lo nalion gurcly vill at Uds
point welcore L0 do. nitive anwl prociaing clwractor of a vhite lougse

It s Swrther ry conplugred viow toal 1t ds dwperative (hat
such a conioronce 0 Lold at the earlicst pogscille dates I anm convincod
that much a conforence will nol only roduce tensiony tad 1t will also
provide peaple of rood will in many parts of tho South vith the courace
and wisdon to dead creatively with tho omell ~inority of local citisana
wio at ept %0 creale confuelon and atir uwp violoncos

in addition, suel @ conferunco will holy: us deal wAtwh tho
rastralion and wituennoss et dnfootu may Joio poopley wio fervuntly
lock to thair jovernoxni to toko o noral and ecal. deadershilp
that 2ho 840 ation roquines, Just aa it tock e loadersalp unior your
£irn hanl in oleanoing tho Copitold and tlo armxd forves of our natlcn of
the evil of se_rujaiion, for whichyyou may Mo assured, ¢l tizens of color
are deoply :rataiul.

tloodless to sayy 4 (reatly approciate how very Ly jou arey
“ash S havo noverthoiess writton s ab soog longi gincoy In tho ayes
of the world, an’ in e boarte oo al.dms ol Ampricang, he jroblon
we have dipcuosed g the baromtor of wolioan domoeracye

-

2 hope W ko fron yol ab your esrliost convenicnCos

Vory respoctiuilly yoursy

fe Muililp Handold;h
International regidont




October 10, 1958

The President
The White House
washington, De Ce

Dear 'ire President:

With Governcr (rvale FPsubus of Arkansas and Governor Je Lindsey
Alaond, Jr, of Virginia cynieally and orazenly gambling with the future of
publie schools adversely affaecting Hegre and white childreny with a veritable
tirade of abuse and denunciation of the United States Supreme Court by
proxinent southern atats officials merely because of its decisiom for
desagregation and integration proceeding apaceg with the so=called massive
registance moverent of Virginia sgainst £ Judicial power growing
more menaging, together with demagogic appeals to the passions and prejudices
of misinformod southern pecpley resulting in explosive cutbursts of viclence
in the form of the bombing of schools and the churches and hones of Negro
eivil rights leadcrsy with the strange, amazing and ineredibls behavior of
azmdamummgamtimaiwwm&urormwm
financial support for the maintenance of segregation in schools, in utier
defiance of the law of the land, and the reckless police trutality against
The Reverend Martin Luther iing who preaches ths docirine of noneviolence
and love for one's ener:lesy a few Megro and white citisens in New York City,
shocked and ocutraged by the aforemantioned state of affairs, came together
in ay office to discuss some form of soclal acticn to apeak to the cone
science of the nation in the interest of upholding the law of the land and
the principls of interracial brotherhood, and agreed that some form of
massive demonstration should be developed for the drazatisation of ths cause
of integration of public schools,

Since both white and Segro youth are the victire of segregation
which 4s deliberately desizned psychologically to condition the  ormer tO
the belief in their superiority and the latier in their inferiority, which




The President
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can only tend to split our population, with a divisiom of a yswning chaam
of human hate, it was folt that whatever ¢ pe of social action i@ proposed
4t should te !nmillo

Th.sy it was decided to stage an interracial Touth farch in
Washingtony Ds Cey October 25, 1958, with a view to Anforming, awakening
and arousing public opinion to the grave danger of Faubusism and that the
specious docirine of massive resistance snd interposition may have ‘n
undermin’ng, if not effecting the ultimate destruction of the confidence
of the American people in the inte;rity of the Supreme Court and its role
in our governrental system,

Kow, it has come to my attention that thore is some disquiet in
Washington, D. Ce regarding the propogsed Youth March for Integrated schools
with respect to its purposes, sponsorship and operation,

In order that there may be no confusion in the mind of anyone
wlmmmWoftmc«mitwosmrmwmatImcMﬂﬁ

be clarifying and reassuring.

Mrst of all, last me dofinitivaly and positively state that
the cblectives of this lMarch are not directed against you o your administration,
It 1s not to cwr interest to wealien but to strengthen your hand to uphold
the law of the lande This domonstration is uholly nonepartisan. You mey
be assured that I would not parnit this Harch to be utilised to aembarrass
you o your adminiatration for this would only tend to mar its moral grandsur,

On the contrary, this March is an wrpanised expresaion of support
to your forthright positicn on the United States Supreme Court declsions for
desegragation of public schools which will ultinately help 1o achieve an
orderly transiticn from seyrugation to integration, dospite efforts of some
state govermient porsonalities who would defy the Fresident of the united
States and repudiate the Constitution.

Its further purpose is to express specifically the attitude of
vhite and Ne;20 people in behalf of the principle of integrated schools
and particularly to applaud the achieverent of such integration in some
schools in certain areas of the Southe

It secks to demonstrate that, contrary to the misrepresentation
and attacks by Cosrmnist Russia to the efiect that NHegro and white people
are in an irreconcilable racial war in this country, Iitile Rook is not
typical of America and that Negro youth and their parentes are not marching
doun the path to firsteclass citisenship and humen dignity alone but they
have nmany friends among the whits population in our country in govermment,
in labor unions, the church and buginese, as shown by this interracial
demonatration,
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It will also indicata that there are responaible organisations
that have welcomod the deciasions of the Supreme Court and exccutive steps
of yourself and United States Attorney General Wiliiam Pe Rogers in
fmplementing the federal court decisions to complete the process of orderly
democratic chang@s

let me also assure viu that this demonstration is wholly iree
from tho taint of comunists or cawrnisn since the leadership of this
enterprise rejects unocmpromisingly any support or cooperation from that
BOUrCey

May I say that the £ nest repressntatives of our eonmunity have
Joined 4n the active direction of this nonepartisan, nonevialent elforte
Our leadsrshiip inclulos representatives of the church, laber unions and
aducational ;roups.

" An exveutive comrittes has not weekly in xy office, unior xy
cha’rmanship, superintending all details. Alse, a children's commdttes
has met weekly under the porsonal direction of some of the distinguished
women of our comunity,

In ghort, our leadership has not meraly given expression to the
form and method hut has maintained adninistrutive direction so that the
character of the ‘arch will fully carry cut the xsaning it is intanded to
expressg namely, democcracy in education through integration,

In the opinion of our leadership, this larch, symbolic of our
true derocracy, is an opportun!ty for registering positive, moral and
spiritual schieverents and entichment of cur great democratic heritage as
well as for redeiining ouwr next steps in a great stru gle for human dignity
and our American wgy of lifes

May we auggest t.at we would welcome irmensely your cooperaticn
in this endeavor by receiving & few of the youth at a convenient place in
the bthite House in arder that they may express to you their hopes and
aspirations and receive your blessings and inspiration, with a btrief state=
ment concerning what your administration has deme and is doing to give force,
o feoty reality end integrity to the great decisions of the United States
Supreme Court for the desegrepation and integrution of putldc schoolse

One of :hs basic and cardi:xdl purposes of the larch is to make
it undatakably clear to ithe South and othiur paric of our nation, as well
as the world at larie, that the Hegroes are inflexidly determined never to
retreat from the position they have taien for complote integration in public
schools and other areas of owr nationsl comunitye

We are confident that your personal greetdngs to a fow of the
youth will give them heart, hope and faith for future democratic dedication
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and moral commitment in service to our great Amsrican famil, of which you
are the respected, honored and diatinguished hoade

If 4t mRy be convenient for you to sorve us in the aforemantioned
ranner, i will be pleased to ot uard concerning sames

Respec tfully Frura,

Ae 'hilip Randolph
International President




Dear My, President:

We are writing you both to express our thanks {or the courtesies
shown to us in our conference of Monday, Jume 21st, and to clarify the
discussion around one of our proposals, Ve were encouraged by your reaction
to the proposal for a vhite House Conference because in our judgment an
urgent and immediate need exists for such a meeting.

In reflecting upon our discussion, it seemed to us that time had
not permitted clear and precise definitions. Our proposal envisages a
conference not on Civil Rights questions in general which are to be submitted
for debate to a group with widely divergent views; rather, we are urging
the convening of a Whive House Conference on Implementing the Supreme Court
Decision on Imtegrated Bducation,

With such & subject, limited in scope, several things are achieved:

Pirst: The davelopnment of a program will be facilitated by setting
realizable goals. While many other arcas of conflict exist and require
attention, it is wiser to select one for intensive, seri»us study to insure
substantial progress. Furthermore, the integration of schools has vecome a
crucial and symbolic effert which affects all other aspects of the Civil Rights
struggle,

Second: The persons invited are not selected to represent different
points of wview. Rather, ithe character of the conference requires that invitees
be those who bhave accepted the Supreme Court decision as law and integration
as a principle, or those whose adherence to law and order and respect for the
Court are paramount beliefs taking precedence over distaste or personal
dislike for the Supreme Court decisiom. It is particularly important that the
character of the conference be e stablished as an assemblage of leaders whose
ninimum view is that iaw and order be upheld, cver tec those whose convictions

concerning the Comstitution and laws of morality motivate them to realizing

sclutions at the earliest moment, Such a conference could not conceivably




iuciude vessens who are welerrined to thwaot and fousiv. te Lz T To “raitoe

them to the White House to challenge the 1l4th Amendment and the Supreme Court
decisions would be politically and socialiy grotesque. The Chief Executive functions
to enforce the laws of the nation. Those who oppose the laws have a comstitutional
right to express themselves, but they could hardly, in fairmess to those the law
seeks to protect, be given encouragement and a forum by the White House ,

We are enthusiastic about the consiructive results such a conference would
inevitably yield, Ue earnestly believe the majority of Americans, white and Negro,
after years of debate and tensions, genuinely desire that both justice and social
peace be attained. Their honest conscicnce will respond warmly to a serious
statesman-like quest for plans which accomplish results, eliminate violence and
reduce tensions. As we have all often stated, this is not a Negro problem bu? a
white problem, and the white citizens of the nation surely will at this point
welcome the definitive and promising character of a White House meeting.

It is further our considered view that it is imperative that such a con-
fegence be held this summer prior to the opening of the next school term. We are
convinced that such a conference will not only reduce tension at the opening of
school in September, put it will also provide people of good will in many parts of
the South the courage and wisdom to deal creatively with the small minority of
local citizens who attempt to create confusion and stir up violence. In addition,

such a conference will help us deal with the frustration and bitterness that infests

many MNegro people, who frankly feel that iheir govermment has not taken the moral
and 2ducationnl lead that the situation requires.

Needless to say, we appreciate how very busy you are, bui we have nevertheless
written you at some length since in the eyes of the world and in the hearts of millions
of Americans the problem we have discussed is the barometer of American Democracy,

e hope to hear from you at your earliest convemience,

Yours sincerely,
/Sugzested Signatures/ Martin Luther King, Jr.
Roy Wilkins

Lester Granger
A, Philip Randoiph
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 2, 1958

Dear Mr. Randolph:

The President asked me to acknowledge and
thank you for your recent telegram concern-
ing S. J. Res. 162, a bill to stay temporarily
any reduction in support of prices or acreage.
The President appreciated the expression of
your views on this matter.

After giving the most careful attention to all of
the factors involved, the President felt that he
had no alternative but to withhold his approval
of this legislation. A copy of the President's
veto message is enclosed for your information.

Sincerely,

Gerald D. Morgan
Special Counsel to the President

Mr. A. Philip Randolph
President

Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters
217 West 125th Street
Suite 301

New York 27, N. Y.

Enclosure




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

July 8, 1958

Dear Mr. Randolph:

I thought you might like extra copies

of the picture taken on June 23.

Sincerely yours,

Ryvcco C, Siciliano
Special Adsistant to the President

Mr. A. Philip Randolph
International President
Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters
217 W. 125th Street

New York 27, New York

Enclosures




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

September 4, 1958

Dear Mr. Randolph:

The President has asked that I reply for him to your thoughtful
letter of August 1, 1958. In your letter you again urge the im-
portance of the first and second points of the nine-point program
that you, Dr. King, Mr. Granger and Mr. Wilkins presented to
the President during your conference with him on June twenty-
third.

With respect to the first point, the President has been and con~
tinues to be firmly of the view expressed by him at his August
twentieth press conference. At that time, he issued a statement
again emphasizing the duty of all persons to comply with the orders
of the Federal courts and his own determination to fulfill the re-
sponsibility of the Federal government to secure such compliance.

With respect to the second point, urging a White House conference
of constructive leadership to discuss ways and means of obtaining
peaceable compliance with the court rulings, the President be-
lieves that in view of the cases now pending in the Supreme Court
and in the lower Federal courts this is not an appropriate time for
the calling of such a conference.

The President wishes to express again his appreciation for your
constructive suggestions.

Sincerely yours,

Rdcco C. Siciliano
Special Assistant to the President

Mr. A. Philip Randolph
International President
Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters
217 West 125th Street SFP
New York 27, N. Y.

RECT




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

October 29, 1958

Dear Mr. Randolph:

Though no written reply was sent to your letter of October 10 in which
was requested an appointment with the President to meet some of the

marchers, I met, as you know, with Mr. Theodore Brown as well as

the Reverend C. Shelby Rooks and Mr. William Bowe. Subsequently,

I had several conversations with Mr. Brown about the request.

On Friday, the day before the March, I talked with Mr. Brown three
times and indicated that unfortunately it would not be possible to arrange
an appointment with the President. At no time was it indicated that the
group might wish to meet with myself or other members of the White
House staff. As you can appreciate, it was with some surprise that I
read in the papers that the group came to the gates of the White House
last Saturday afternoon and asked to see the President.

The reports I have indicate that after being told it was not possible for
them to see the President, they then pressed to see a White House staff
member and my name was mentioned. Needless to say, though I was
not in the office at that time, I would have been very happy to meet with
the group had I known this was desired. I regret that an impression has
been given to the public that these people "were turned away."

I assure you that the statement which was left at that time is being given
careful review and consideration.

With best regards,

Special Assistant to the President

Mr. A. Philip Randolph
International President

Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters
217 West 125th Street

New York 27, New York
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November 19, 1958

Mr, Rocco C. Siciliano

Special Agsistant to the President
The White House

Washington, D. C,

Dear Mr, Siciliano:

This letter acknowledges receipt of yours of Octover 29, Needless to
say, I wus a bit disappointed not to have received some reply from the
White House to my letter of October 10, prior to October 25, the date of the
Youth March for Integrated Schools.

It is quite true, as you say, that Mx. Theodore Brown did not
specifically request an appointment with any Presidential aide. However, it
is not clear that Mr. Brown understood that an appointment with the President
was completely out of the question. According to Mr. Brown, he was under the
impression, even as late as Friday afternoon, October 24, that the President
might be willing to receive a delegation of the youth marchers, October 25,
at the White House. Beyond this, I was inclined to assume that the White House
would have initiated some dignified and proper reception of the delegates by
one of the aides to the President Af he was unable to receive them,

Now, I note that you stute: "At no time was it indicated that the
group might wish to meet with myself or other members of the White House
staff "

While no explicit request was made to have the youth delegation meet
a member of the President's staff, I am sure Mr, Brown and myself assumed
that this request was implicit in our efforts to have the youth delegation
received at the White House.

There were three reasons for the aforementioned assumptions:




(1) The March was composed of over ten thousand young
people from the North and the South, They represented
some of the major trade unions, colleges, church and
civic organizations of our nation,

(2) The young people sought to express to the natiom and
to the world that "Little Rock is not America.” The
delegation's being received at the White House would,
undoubtedly, have reinforced this fact, Their not having
been received, though there was no specific commitment
for same, has scarcely been positively interpreted,

(3) Throughout the educational campaign of the March
I, as the chief spokesman for the Committee, had
attempted to make it clear, both privately and in the
press, that we did not seek to embarrass either the
President or his administration but, rather, repeatedly
indicated that we sought to "strengthen the President's
hands™ for the most positive and forthright action in ene
forcement of the Supreme Court's decisions on desegregation
and integration as the law of the land. My letter to the
President, dated October 10, was, in part, designed to
make this position crystal clear. I am sure you will
agree that I went on at some length in that letter
commenting on the question of the purpose of the March so
there might be no misunderstanding, precisely because I
was determined that the March, coming as it did so close
to the date of elections, should not be used in any
partisan political manner, The fact that a number of
leaders felt that I leaned over backwards in this
direction made the peremptory manner of reception, or
lack of reception, all the more embarrassing and painful.

Por these, among other reasons, I felt assured that if representatives of
the March called at the White House their petition and statement would be welcome
and they themselves received in a friemdly manner by some respomsible member of
the President's staff.

I have attempted in the above paragraphs to set the record, as I see it,
straight. However, the final purpose of this letter is to propose that the
President give consideration to receiving the game delegation of youth, con-
stituting ten young people, five white and five colored, coming from colleges
in the South and North, at some convenient time. You may be sure that the youth
will greatly appreciate this manifestation of concern by the President in their
views on the grave problem of integrated schools.

May I hear from you at your earliiest convenience.

Very truly yours,

A, Philip Randoliph
International President

"
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November 19, 1938

Mr. Rocco C. Siciliano

Special Assistant to the President
The White Houss

Washington, D, C,

Dear Mr, Siciliano:

This letter acknowledges receipt of yours of Octover 29. Needless to
say, I was a bit disappointed not to have received some reply from the
White House to my letter of October 10, prior to Octouer 25, the date of the
Youth March for Integrated Schools.

It is quite true, as you say, that Mr. Theodore Brown did not
specifically request an appointment with any Presidential aide. However, it
is not clear that Mr. Brown understood that an appointment with the President
was completely out of the question. According to Mr. Brown, he was under the
impression, even as late as Friday afternoon, QOctober 24, that the President
might be willing to receive a delegation of the youth marchers, October 235,
at the White House. Beyond this, I was inclined to assume that the White House
would have initiated some dignified and proper reception of the delegites by
one of the aides to the President if he was unable to receive them,

Now, I note that you state: "At no time was it indicated that the
group might wish to meet with myself or other members of the White House
staff o' 72

While no explicit request was made to have the youth delegation meet
a member of the President's staff, I am sure Mr. Brown and myself assumed
that this request was implicit in our efforts to have the youth delegation
received at the White House,

There were three reasons for the aforementioned assumptions:




(1) The March was composed of over ten thousand young
people from the North and the South, They represented
some of the mujor trade unions, colleges, church and
civic organizations of our nation,

(2) The young people sought to express to the nation and
to the world that "Little Rock is not America.” The
delegation's vLeing received at the White liouse would,
undoubtedly, have reinforced this fact. Their not having
been received, though there was no specific commitment
for same, has scarcely been positively interpreted.

(3) Throughout the educational campaign of the March
I, as the chief spokesman for the Committee, had
attempted to make it clear, both privately and in the
press, that we did not seek to emburrass either the
President or hig administration but, rather, repeatedly
indicated that we sought to "strengthen the President's
hands” for the most positive and forthright action in en-
forcement of the Supreme Court's decisions on desegregation
and integration as the law of the land. My letter to the
President, dated October 10, was, in part, designed to
make this position crystal clear. I am sure you will
agree that I went on at some length in that letter
commenting on the question of the purpose of the March so
there might be no misunderstanding, precisely because I
was deteramined that the M.rch, coming as it did so close
to the date of electioms, should not be used in any
partisan political manner, The fact that a number of
leaders felt that I leaned over backwards in this
direction mzde the peremptory manner of receptiom, or
lack of reception, all the more embarrassing and painful.

Por these, among other reasons, I felt assured that if representatives of
the Murch called at the White House their petition and statement would be welcome
and they themselves received in a frienily manner by some responsible member of
the Pregident's gtaff.

I have atiempted in the above paragraphs to st the record, as I see it,
straight, However, the finul purpose of this letter is to propose that the
President give consideration to receiving the sume delegation of youth, con-
stituting ten young people, five white and five colored, coming from colleges
in the South and North, at some convenient time. You may be sure that the youth
will greatly appreciate this manifestation of concern by the President in their
views on the grave problem of integrated schools.

May I hear from you at your earliecst convenience.

Very truly yours,

A, Philip Randoliph
International President




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

November 28, 1958

Dear Mr. Randolph:

This will acknowledge your letter of November 19 regarding your
understanding of the situation surrounding the Youth March for
Integrated Schools last October 25,

As I indicated in my letter of October 29, my purpose in writing

was to explain the factual situation in view of the unfavorable
publicity given., In my letter I attempted to point out my impressions
of the conversations had with Mr. Theodore Brown and my under-
standing of my last conversation with him on Friday afternoon,
October 24, in which it was confirmed that a meeting with the
President would not be possible.

Following your explanation of the events surrounding the Youth
March, you conclude your letter with the indication that this whole
matter might now be cleared up if the President were able to see
the same delegation of young people who came to the White House
gates that Saturday afternoon., I regret to advise you that such a
meeting will not be possible., The President, however, has had
the benefit of the statement that was left for him, and asked me to
thank your group for it,

Sincerely yours,

Rocc)y C. Siciliano
Special Assistant to the President

Mr. A. Philip Randolph
International President

Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters
217 West 125th Street - Room 301
New York 27, New York




Dacember 5, 1958

Mre. Rocco C. Sicilianc

Special Assistant to the President
The White House

‘dashing‘bon, De Co

Dear Mr, Sicilianos

Thank you for your letter of Novemner 28, 1958
informing me that the President will not ba able to
meet with the youth delegation from the Youth March for
Integrated Schoolse

I note that the statement of the youth
delegation has come to the attention of the President.

Sincerely yours,

A, Philip Randolph
Intermational President




Dewnol Rolo Staxks
1966 West 501 Street
Los 9411:]5!54 62, Cu[[/om[a,

July 16, 1958

Mr. A. Phillip Randolph

c/0 The Brotherhood of Sleeping-Car Porters
The Pullman Company

New York City, N. Y.

Dear Mr, Randolph:

Through an ltem in Jet Magazine, I see that a Delega-
tion met with the President recently which delegation
was composed entirely of men.

I want to know whether the omission of any women from
thlis Delegation was due to the wishes of the Committee,
or the edict of the White House, or was it that the
business at hand pertained exclusively to men?

This letter is bLeing addressed to you as I have been g
informed that you headed the .Delegation. |

Your courtesy in giving a prompt reply to these
questions will be most appreciated.

Very truly yours,

- . // g ’
//7@%27\%%
(Mrs.) Ferrol Bobo Starks

Member Executive National Board,
NATICNAL COUNCIL CF NoGRC WOMEN
President, Los Angeles Council,
NATICNAL COUNCIL CF NEGRO WCMEN
Asscclate Director, Pacific Reglon, ZETA PHI BETA Sorority

1
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August 17, 1958

Mrse. Perrol Bobo Starks
1466 vest S0th Street
Los Angeles 62, Californ a

Dear Mrs. Starks:

Thank you for your letter of July 16, 1958 in which you inquire
whether the ommision of a woman from the delesation of Negro citizens
who met with President Eisenhower on June 23, was due to the wishes of
the comnmittee, or the edict of the White House, or was it that the
buginess ai hand pertained exclusively to men.

May I say that the committee, composed of Messrs. King, Wilkins,
Granger and myself, had nothing to do with the composition of the commitites.
This was handled iy the President and his a.ivisors at the White House,
None of the members of the committee knew that he would be a part of the
committee until he was go advised Ly the White House,.

Personally, I would certainly have recommended that a woman
be placed on the committes. In fact, the records will show that the
conferences I atterpted to arrange with the President at the White
House always included the name of a woman. I keenly regret that a
col.red wonan was not a member of our cunmittees

With cordial good wishes, I am

Very truly yours,

A Philip Randolph @
International President

APR/b




A Statement

to the

President
of the

United States

Issued by:

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE
20 WEST 40TH STREET, NEW YORK 18, N.Y




A Statement to the President of the United States*

The process of peaceful advancement toward equal-
ity of citizenship for all Americans has reached a critical
turn,

New economic and cultural forces in our nation’s
life are changing the pattern of Negro-white relations.
Any effort to impede this process will affect unfavor-
ably all American society. Frequently tension is an
inherent element of basic social change. Thus it is not
a matter of choice between an unjust status quo with
social peace, and integration with tension. The nation
can adopt forthrightly a bold program which moves
through tension to a democratic solution; or it can
depend upon evasion and compromise which purport
to avoid tension, but which in reality lead the entire
society toward economic, social and moral frustration.

Years of educational, legislative and legal effort to
bring the status of Negro Americans in line with the
guarantees of the Constitution have led, inevitably, to
the determination by our highest court that enforced
racial segregation and its attendant discrimination in
publicly-owned facilities is morally and legally indefensi-
ble.

At every intermediate stop along the way to this
conclusion bitter opposition was encountered, but jus-
tice and common sense have heretofore prevailed; the
unity of the nation has been strengthened; its moral
fibre has been renewed.

Today, however, the last-ditch resistance to the
application of principles long since accepted by most
of the nation has assumed a significance beyond the
question of racial justice, important as that is. The
welfare of the whole country is involved in the issues
with which this presentment is concerned.

¥Delivered to President Eisenhower in person at a White
House Conference in Washington, D. C., June 23, 1958.

Presently there is manifest a pattern of calloused
disrepect for law., Moral values have been corrupted.
Mob violence has emerged as an instrument to main-
tain the status quo.

The basic constitutional freedoms of speech, as-
sociation, assembly and redress of grievances, vital to
all Americans, have been perverted, abridged or denied
through arbitrary practices or cynical legislation in the
states.

State and local office holders of high and low sta-
tion and national legislators, all sworn to uphold the
Constitution, have incited to disobedience of the law
and have campaigned nationally for support for their
position. In community after community, fear of re-
prisals or of scorn has reduced to a whisper the re-
proach a moral people should feel for immoral
behavior.

It is no secret that the foreign relations program
of our nation has been hampered and damaged by the
discriminatory treatment accorded citizens within the
United States, solely on the basis of their race and color.
In our world-wide struggle to strengthen the free world
against the spread of totalitarianism, we are sabotaged
by the totalitarian practices forced upon millions of
our Negro citizens,

These citizens have exhibited unparalleled patience
in the face of decades of proscription and persecution.
They have placed unfaltering trust in the guarantees
of the Constitution and in the orderly processes of the
courts. Today they are frustrated and angry. In their
resentment and despair, an increasing number of them
is questioning whether their forbearance and respect
for orderly procedure are rewarding.

The decision of Federal Judge Harry J. Lemley
reversing school integration in Little Rock and post-
poning further effort until 1961 has shocked and out-




raged Negro citizens and millions of their fellow Amer-
icans. This opinion is being construed, rightly or wrong-
ly, as a green light to lawless elements in their defiance
of federal authority.

We have come to this pass largely because we
have not recognized that adjustments of the magni-
tude called for in this vast social change cannot be
undertaken effectively without planned effort of similar
magnitude. We cannot combat pneumonia by prescrib-
ing an occasional tablet of aspirin and a goblet of
goodwill.

Just as our Government has moved with pace
and imagination to meet the revolution of rising expec-
tations in other parts of the world, so it is essential
that similar imagination and intelligence—and courage
—be shown by our Government in meeting the results
of the revolution of rising expectations at home.

This is not to say that measures taken by this
Administration up to now have been without value.
The nation was immeasurably strengthened in its un-
derstanding of the gravity of the constitutional issues
by the action taken at Little Rock last September to
uphold the sanctity of the orders of federal courts.
The Chief Executive’s personal support of efforts to
eliminate segregation in the armed services and on
service installations has been beneficial, although
pockets still remain which should be wiped out.
The enactment of the 1957 Civil Rights Act, with the
active support of the Administration, was a significant
advance.

Valuable as these and other measures have been,
they have not as yet clearly provided a planned and
integral approach to the multitude of tough problems
which must be solved along the way. It is in the hope
that these essential objectives may thereby be pro-
moted that we suggest and urge the adoption of the
following program:

1. The President of the United States should de-
clare in a nationwide pronouncement, prior to
September, that the law will be vigorously up-
held with the total resources at his command.

2. Much emphasis has been laid on the need for
restoring communication between white and
colored Southerners who are troubled by a

7.

common fear of reaction. The President can
well set the example in this matter by convok-
ing a White House Conference of constructive
leadership to discuss ways and means of com-
plying peaceably with the Court’s rulings.

Information, resources and advice of the appro-
priate government agencies addressed to the
problems of integration should be made avail-
able to all officials and community groups seek-
ing to work out a program of education and
action,

The President should request both parties to
lay aside partisanship so that the Congress can
enact a civil rights bill which will include Part
II1, originally in the 1957 bill, in order that
constitutional rights other than voting rights
may be enforced by the United States Attorney
General. Lack of adequate and clear statutory
authority has made the Federal Government
a mere spectator in the disgraceful maneuver-
ings at Little Rock.

We urge the President to direct the Depart-
ment of Justice to give all legal assistance pos-
sible under the law, including the filing of a
brief as a friend of the court and appearance
of counsel, in the appeal from the Lemley de-
cision in the Little Rock case.

The President of the United States should di-
rect the Department of Justice to act now to
protect the right of citizens to register and
vote. In the nine months since the enactment
of the 1957 Civil Rights Act, overt acts have
been committed against prospective Negro
registrants in some areas and numerous com-
plaints have been submitted to the Depart-
ment, but, to date, not a single case has reached
a court of law. Unless immediate action is
undertaken, thousands of Negro citizens will
be denied the right to cast a ballot in the
1958 elections.

The President should direct the Department
of Justice to act under existing statutes in the
wave of bombings of churches, synagogues,
homes and community centers; also in the




murderous brutality directed against Negro
citizens in Dawson, Georgia, and other com-
munities.

8. In order to counteract the deliberate ham-
stringing of the new Civil Rights Commission,
the President should recommend to the Con-
gress the extension of its life for at least a
full year beyond its present expiration date.

9. The President should make it clear, both in
statement and in act, that he believes in the
principle that federal money should not be
used to underwrite segregation in violation of
the federal constitutional rights of millions of
Negro citizens; and that this principle should
be applied whether in matters of federal aid
to education, hospitals, housing, or any other
grants-in-aid to state and local governments.
In support of national policy, the Federal Gov-
ernment should finance continuation of public
schools where state funds are withdrawn be-
cause of integration.

In addition to the enumerations above, Negro citi-
zens are deeply concerned over the efforts to curb the
appellate jurisdiction of the Supreme Court, particu-
larly the restrictions proposed in H.R. 3, a bill, which
is both anti-civil rights and anti-labor.

Widespread discrimination against Negroes in em-
ployment persists in industry, business and government

and has been underscored by the general rise in unem-
ployment. The problem is highlighted by repeated fail-
ures of efforts to enact national fair employment legis-
lation and by the demonstrated ineffectiveness of ad-
ministrative directives.

The need continues for vigorous enforcement of
the Federal policy of non-discrimination in government
employment. The national government can set an ex-
ample by removing the barriers which have limited the
employment of Negro citizens in all U. S. installations
abroad, including the foreign service.

These recommendations are made in the belief
that tensions between citizens in our country, and the
anxieties of citizens themselves, will be eased and even-
tually erased if a clear national policy and a program
of implementation are established by the Chief Execu-
tive of the nation.

A. PHILLIP RANDOLPH

(President, Brotherhood of Sleeping
Car Porters and Vice President, AFL-CIO)

LESTER B. GRANGER
(Executive Director, National Urban League)

REVEREND MARTIN LUTHER KING
(President, Southern Leadership Conference)

Roy WILKINS

(Executive Secretary, National Association for
the Advancement of Colored People)
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A STATEMENT TO PRESIDENT DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER

The process of peaceful advancement toward equality of citizenship for
all Americans has reached a critical turn.

New economic and cultural forces in our nation's life are changing the
pattern of Negro-white relations. Any effort to impede this process will affect
unfavorably all American society. Frequently tension is an inherent element of
basic social change. Thus it is not a matter of choice between an unjust status
quo with social peace, and integration with tension. The nation can adopt
forthrightly a bold program which moves through tension to a democratic solution;
or it can depend upon evasion and compromise which purport to avoid tension, but
which in reality lead the entire society toward economic, social and moral
frustration.

Years of educational, legislative and legal effort to bring the status
of Negro Americans in line with the guarantees of the Constitution have led,
inevitably, to the determination by our highest court that enforced racial
segregation and its attendant discrimination in publicly-owned facilities is
morally and legally indefensible.

At every intermediate stop along the way to this conclusion bitter
opposition was encountered, but justice and common sense have heretofore pre-
vailed; the unity of the nation has been strengthened; its moral fibre has been
renewed.

Today, however, the last-ditch resistance to the application of
principles long since accepted by most of the nation has assumed a significance
beyond the question of racial justice, important as that is. The welfare of the
whole country is involved in the issues with which this presentment is concerned.

Presently there is manifest a pattern of calloused disrespect for law.
Moral values have been corrupted. Mob violence has emerged as an instrument to
maintain the status quo.

The basic constitutional freedoms of speech, association, assembly and
redress of grievances, vital to all Americans, have been perverted, abridged or
denied through arbitrary practices or cynical legislation in the states.

State and local office holders of high and low station and national
legislators, all sworn to uphold the Constitution, have incited to disobedience
of the law and have campaigned nationally for support for their position. In
community after community, fear of reprisals or of scorn has reduced to a
whisper the reproach a moral people should feel for immoral behavior.

It is no secret that the foreign relations program of our nation has
been hampered and damaged by the discriminatory treatment accorded citizens
within the United States, solely on the basis of their race and color. In our
world-wide struggle to strengthen the free world against the spread of totali-
tarianism, we are sabotaged by the totalitarian practices forced upon millions
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of our Negro citizens.

These citizens have exhibited unparalleled patience in the face of decades
of proscription and persecution. They have placed unfaltering trust in the guarantees
of the Constitution and in the orderly processes of the courts. Today they are
frustrated and angry. In their resentment and despair, an increasing number of them
are questioning whether their forebearance and respect for orderly procedure are
rewarding.

The decision of Federal Judge Harry J. Lemley reversing school integration
in Little Rock and postponing further effort until 1961 has shocked and outraged
Negro citizens and millions of their fellow Americans. This opinion is being con-
strued, rightly or wrongly, as a green light to lawless elements in their defiance
of Federal authority.

We have come to this pass largely because we have not recognized that
adjustments of the magnitude called for in this vast social change ceannot be
undertaken effectively without planned effort of similar magnitude. We cannot combat
pneumonia by prescribing an occasional tablet of aspirin and a goblet of goodwill.

Just as our government has moved with pace and imagination to meet the
revolution of rising expectations in other parts of the world, so it is essential
that similar imagination and intelligence -- and courage -- be shown by our govern-
ment in meeting the results of the revolution of rising expectations at home.

This is not to say that measures taken by this Administration up to now
have been without value. The nation was immeasurably strengthened in its under-
standing of the gravity of the constitutional issues by the action taken at Little
Rock last September to uphold the sanctity of the orders of Federal courts. The
Chief Executive's personal support of efforts to eliminate segregation in the
armed services and on service installations has been beneficial, although pockets
still remain which should be wiped out. The enactment of the 1957 Civil Rights Act
with the active support of the Administration was a significant advance.

Valuable as these and other measures have been, they have not as yet
clearly provided a planned and integral approach to the multitude of tough problems
which must be solved along the way. It is in the hope that these essential objectives
may thereby be promoted that we suggest and urge the adoption of the following
progream:

1. The President of the United States should declare in a nationwide
pronouncement, prior to September, that the law will be vigorously
upheld with the total resources at his command.

2. Much emphasis has been laid on the need for restoring communication
between white and colored Southerners who are troubled by a common
fear of reaction. The President can well set the example in this
matter by convoking a White House Conference of constructive
leadership to discuss ways and means of complying peaceably with
the Court's rulings,
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3. Information, resources and advice of the appropriate government
agencies, addressed to the problems of integration, should be made
available to all officials and community groups seeking to work
out a program of education and action.

4. The President should request both parties to lay aside partisanship
so that the Congress can enact a civil rights bill which will include
Part III originally in the 1957 bill, in order that constitutional
rights other than voting rights may be enforced by the United States
Attorney General. Lack of adequate and clear statutory authority has
made the Federal Government a mere spectator in the disgraceful
maneuverings at Little Rock.

5. We urge the President to direct the Department of Justice to give all
legal assistance possible under the law, including the filing of a
brief as a friend of the court end appearance of counsel, in the
appeal from the Lemley decision in the Little Rock case.

6. The President of the United States should direct the Department of
Justice to act now to protect the right of citizens to register and
vote. In the nine months since the enactment of the 1957 Civil Rights
Act, overt acts have been committed against prospective Negro regis-
trants in some areas and numerous complaints have been submitted to
the Department, but, to date, not a single case has reached a court
of law. Unless immediate action is undertaken, thousands of Negro
citizens will be denied the right to cast a ballot in the 1958
elections.

7. The President should direct the Department of Justice to act under
existing statutes in the wave of bombings of churches, synagogues,
homes and community centers; also in the murderous brutality directed
against Negro citizens in Dawson, Georgia, and other communities.

8. In order to counteract the deliberate hamstringing of the new Civil
Rights Commission, the President should recommend to the Congress the
extension of its life for at least a full year beyond its present
expiration date.

9. The President should meke it clear both in statement and in act that
he believes in the principle that federal money should not be used
to underwrite segregation in violation of the federal constitutional
rights of millions of Negro citizens; and that this principle-should
be applied whether in matters of federal aid to education, hospitals,
housing, or eany other grants-in-aid to state and local governments.
In support of national policy, the Federal Government should finance
continuation of public schools where state funds are withdrawn because
of integration,

In addition to the enumerations above, Negro citizens are deeply concerned
over the efforts to curb the appellate jurisdiction of the Supreme Court, particularly
the restrictions proposed in H.R. 3, a bill which is both anti-civil rights and enti-
labor.

v
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Widespread discrimination against Negroes in employment persists in
industry, business and government and has been underscored by the general rise in
unemployment. The problem is highlighted by repeated failures of efforts to enact
national fair employment legislation and by the demonstrated ineffectiveness of
administrative directives.

The need continues for vigorous enforcement of the Federal policy of non-
discrimination in government employment. The national government can set an example
by removing the barriers which have limited the employment of Negro citizens in all
U.S. installations abroad, including the foreign service.

These recommendations are made in the belief that tensions between citizens
in our country, and the anxieties of citizens themselves, will be eased and eventu-

ally erased if a clear national policy end a program of implementation are es-
tablished by the Chief Executive of the nation.

A. Philip Randolph
Lester B. Granger
Reverend Martin Luther King

Roy Wilkins

June 23, 1958




July 9, 1958

Reverend Martin Luthct/tlgg
309 South Jackson
Montgomery, Alabama

Dear Martin:

Of course you are famillar with the enclosed statement, drawn
up by our mutual friend, to be submitted to the President by the four
members of the committee who met with him in the White House, June 23zd.

I strongly believe that we need to get together to discuss the
next step which, in my opinion, should press for the President calling
a White House conference on integration of schools. I believe we may
be sble to do this since he expressed no strong opposition to it,

In addition to this, I think it would be well Aif the four
menbers of the committee, if convenient, hold a sort of panel forum in
Harlem or some convenient city, and tell the public the whole stemy of
the conference, with permission for questions from the floor following
a brief statement by each member of the committee. I think this will
give the public a clearer understanding of the wvalus of the conference
and help to dissipate much of the pessimism and cynicism being expressed
through the Negro press about the conference.

May I know your reactions to these suggestions,

Sincerely yours,

"A. Philip Randolph

Bnclosure
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¥ashington, D, C.

T0 ¢ The lev. lsrtin L, King, ir. Roy Wilkins, Mr. Lester Granger.
o
FROW: 4, Philip Handolph

R 1 White Confersnce with Preslient “isephower, Juns 2?3, 1988,
10:};5 Aok,

It would ssem that we should take tne opportunity, in view of
the participation in the conference of Attorney lLeneral ¥William Rogers,
te not only inolude sreas for ametion by the President, but also aress
vitally aifecting the welfars of the nation, and particularly the
American Hagro, by expressing propesals nseding lmsmediate attention
and action by the Attorney General., Accordingly, the following twelve

points are recommnded:

i, That he Jeplore and condsmm attacks upon the Supreme Court
and attempis to curb, limit end reduee its Jurisdietion and that of
othier federal courts.

Gince our system of government is one of lawe-constitutional
lav-=tine attacks on the Supreme Court and other fadaral courts and their
docisions interpretin. the Feleral Constitution are gubversive in the
true sense of the word and tend o undermine the very foundation of ouy
governamnnial system.

2. That he instruet and dirset the Attorney General to enforce

vigorously all the federal statuies in emistence, ineluding the ones sup=

¥
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posedly implemented by the so-called Civil Hights Law of 1957,

3. That he request both parties to lay aside partisanship and
immediately restore Part III orisinally in the clvil rights bill of
1957 in order that other constitutional rizhts other tnran so-called
voting rishte may be enforeed by the United States Attorney Teneral,
This would include the federal ri-ht to zo to an unsegregated school,
parks, libraries, swimming pools, railrcwi stations, ete.

Since hearings are baing had or have been hed before a sub-
comnittee of the Fouse Judiclary Committee, this should be the first
order of business and this could be passedwwPart Ill--before the ad=
Journment of Congress.

4. That he make clear by a new and definite statement that he
will enforce, with troops if necessary, the judgments and desrees of the
federal courtse—in order that there be no misunderstanding as to the eof-
fectiveness of federal court judgments,

5. That he call upon all the governors, mayors, state, county
and sunicipal officials of every kind in svery state to ocbey and respect
the federal constitution, and alsc to obey the Judsments and orders of
the federsl courts,

This is necessary in order to restore the respect for law
which is imperative if we ars to live under a rzovermment of law,

That he call all the governors together for the purpose of
securing their cooperation and that of each one in each state--a pledge
from each governor that ne will enforce the f{ederal constitution of his
state,

That he address a letter to each member of every state legisla-

¥
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ture, every county board of commissioners, and important city eouncils
asking them to uphold the law of the land-=the Federal Constitution and
the judgments snd orders of the federal courts,

This i@ an area in which he can use his moral influence and
the influsnce of the nigh office,

These actions will make plain and certain our country's atti-
tude toward racism and unlawful acts designed to thwart the Constitution
ard deny Amorican citisens their federal constitutional rights,

These acts will strengthen his hand in foreign affairs against
commnists who Justify their aects of violence ir kussias and in the
satellite states by showing everywhere in the world violence against
Negroes in the United States and the denial of their admitted Supreme
Court declared Constitutional rights.

Acts such as above would support supremacy of federal law rather
than perait white supremacy advocatee Yo run riot against the Gonstitution,

6. That he request the Congrsss in a special message to enact
a Fair Employment Practices Act, acts against discrimination en interstate
earriers, includin- buses, ships, airplanes, and all means of conveyances,
and that thess acts include sanctions and penalties to assure their ef-
fectiveneas,

7. That all segregation in the armed forees be abolished come
plestely everywhere~~including especially any such segregation on govern-
mental reservations and areas no matter where located--hospitals, schools,

etec,
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8, That he make it clear both in statement and in act and
administrative deed that he believes in the principle that federal
money should not bs used tc promote and aid segregation and the viola=
tion of the federal conetitutional ri-tits of mlllions of Negro citisens;
and that this principle should be applied whether in matters of federal
aid educa{ioa, hospitals, and all other grants in aid to atate and
local rovernmants.

9, That be use the full power and orestige of hils office to
influence forthwith Senate confirmation of ¥r. William ¥hite as an
Asslstant Attorney Ceneral in the mpartment of Justice, The nomination
of ¥r. White ha® been pending, but due to the inaction of the Senate
Judiciary Committee, isaded by fenater Eastland in coaperation with some
Demoerat and Republiean members of the commitiee, the important work for
the new section dealiny wit: c¢ivil rights matters in the Departsent of
Justice .23 bheen botilanscked by the failure to confirm the appointment
of kr. #tite,

10, That he ereate forthwith a National Commission on Disorimina-
tion in Hensing, composed of distinpuished leaders of civil rights,
relizious, business, labor and covernment, to make an exhauetive study,
with recomaendation te the President on the effect upon the public welfare
of secregation and diserimination in housing throughout the =mtion, both
publiec and privath,

The effects of racisl diserimination in housing and its effect
upon Negroea' inabllity to achieve equality of participaticn in employe
ment and educational facilities as set forth by the Supreme Court deeismion

X ¢
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ean only be assured by a national policy based on federal aduinistrative
and legisla tive action,

11, That the continued flagrant discriminatory practices by the
State Department and U, 5, Foreign Service in its employment and person-
nel practices be investigated forthwith, under the President's supervi-
sion, to eliminate gross diseriminstion against American Negro citisens,
That the Foreign Bervice Act wi ioh virtually gives the State Department
unlimited authority in pursuing its employment practices and persormel
policies, has aided and abetted that Department’a desire to grsatly
limit and in meny areas exclude, qualified Hegroes from State Department
positions here at home and the Foralsn Service abroad.

That he appoint and inteprate Negro citisens to the various
Presidential appointive positions in the Forsism Gervice so that the
various ambassadors and counsels positions throughout the world will be
open to all citisens without regard te race or coler.

12, That he break the racisl iron curtain asainsi the appointment
of Hegrees to the federal district court benches, &Kn the history of this
nation, there has never besn a Negro appointment to the fesderal distriet
court bench in any of the distriets in any of the L2 states. Since these
sourts are federal courte of original jurisdiction with the power of the
Judge to impanel grand juriss and to preside over osses before petty
Jurors, it is a national shame that Negroes who serve with distinetion on
many state, county and local courts are barred solely besause of color
from the important federal distriet ceurt benches,
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13, That he a.point a Negro as a Justice of the
United States Supreme Court bench at such time as & vacancy exists
and distinguished lawyers und jurists are being given comsideration
to fiil the vacancy. In tbe history of the United Stutes Suprems
Court 4t is gloringly noticeble that no Anerican Negro has ever been

appointed to the nution’s highest judieial court,

¥ e
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February 17, 1959

The Honoradle Dwight D, Bisenhower,
President of the United States

Dear Mr. President:

On April 18th, many thousands of Negro and vhite young
poople will assemble in Washington to express their com-
nitment to the achievement of integrated schools.

In the months prior to the 18th, the young peopls will
be gathering petitions through their churohes, unioms, social
agencies, and oivio organizations. The signers will ccmprise
& true cross section of Jmerica because the distinguished
Chairmen of our coumittes, as well as Mr. George Meany, bave
Joined in inviting the people of their own organisations to
subsoride to the important prinoiples we support.

In the American tradition, these young people wish to
present their petition to their government. In the exercise
of this citisenship activity they are eager to have a rep-
resentative dslegation meet with you.

Ve are writing at this time to ensure that this deeply
desired mesting owr eincere young pecple seek may be definitdly
arranged. Unfortunately, last year ocertain misunderstandings
resulted in a situation we all regreted. At that time, I
told the young peopls who were deeply grieved at not deing abdle
to see their President that in light of the positive steps you
and your administration bhad taken, I had every confidence that
if we requested an engagsment early emough you would undoubtedly
make arrangements to receive them in 1959.

I would 1ike to reiterate that this sssemdly is Bon-partisan
and is directdd at no ons except recalcitrant elements
hindering orderly progress in the enforcement of law. \

May I bear from you eo that a report on arrangements 3an
be made to our chairmen and to the full committee.

i
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I recall the meeting with you lest summer and publicly
stated the positive impression it left with me. It was on
the basis of these impressions thét I have always felt
certain the dedicated young people would find a welocme at
the White House.

With varmest regards, I am

Sincerely yours,

€C: Rocco Siciliano
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PERMIT ME TO BRING TO YOUR ATTENTION A GRAVE CONDIT|

INVOLVING THE COLLAPSE OF LAW AND ORDER AND THE
EMPLOYMENT OF VIOLENCE AND TERRORISM AGAINST A NEGRO
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PERSON OF MR EDWARD NIXON 647 CLINTON AVE MONTGOMERY ALL
. -AND REV Mela. KING OBVIOUSLY BECAUSE OF THEIR LEADERSHIP
IN A BOYCOTT BY NEGRO CITIZENS OF BUS LINES THAT PRACTICE
933CRRHIBATl@ﬁ AGAJINSTCITIZENS BECAUSE OF RACE AND COLOR

IN MONTGOMERY A.LABAMAs: THE HOMES OF THE AF@BEMENTIOKEB

LEADERS HAVE BEEN BOMBED THE FORMER MR NtX68£S @NLY LAST
NIGHT FEBRUARY FIRST= FORTUNATELY WITHOUT DEATH OF ANY@NE

'GR GREAT DAMAGE TO THE HOME= S{INCE THESE MEN AND THEIR

COWORKERS ARE ONLY EXERCISING THEIR GED*@!VEN AND
Q§Q§ILIQTIOBAL RIGHTS TO REFUSE TO RIDE ON BUSES AND TO
PERSUADE THEIR FELLOW CITIZENS TO DO LlKEWlSE IN ORBER TO
AVQ!E INSULT STIGMA AND SHAME OF JIM CROW; CivicC. ACTIV!TIES

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE
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l
ITHAT ARE A PART OF THE AGE OLD TRADITIONS OF OUR COUNTRY

THEIR PERSON AND HOMES AND FAMII.IFS ARF FNTITIFD TQ THE
'PROTECTION OF THE LAW ENFORCING AGENCIES OF THEIR

 COMMUMNITIES AND STATE= FAILING TO RECEIVE SAFEGUARD FROM
THEIR LOCAL GOVERNMENT LEADERS SINCE THEY ARE CITIZENS OF
'BOTH STATE AND FEDERAL COMMUNITY THFY CAN ONLY LOOK TO THE
FEBERAL AﬂTHGRlTIEs oF OUR NAT-ION= | THEREFORE EARNESTLY

AND URGENTLY CALL UPON YOU TO USE YOUR GREAT AND GOOD

OFFICE TG SEE TO IT THAT NEGRO LEADERS AND THEIR FOLLOWERS

GET PROTECTION IN THE LAWFUL EXERCISE OF THEIR RIGHT TO
RAYCOTT AN AGENCY OF TRANSPORTATION IﬂlCﬁ OFFERS INSULT

TO THE BAGNITY OF THEIR PERSONLITIES= MAY | URGE YOU TO
|

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM (TS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE
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FURTHER VUOLATIONS BLOODSHED AND POSSIBLY BEATH= | AM

cenrnneur THAT YOU ABHOR THIS OHTRAGFOHS AND SHOCKING
EXHIBATAQM OF LAWLESSNESS AND INHUMANITY AND THAT YOU WiLL

TAKE IMMEDIATE STEPS TO STOP IT IN THE INTEREST OF JUSTICE
AND CHRISTIANITY AND THE PRESERVATION OF THE GOOD NAME OF

BUR COUNTRY AND OUR DEMOCRACY=gaas

'HAVE THIS CONDLITION INVESTIGATFD IMMEDIATELY TO PREVENT!
|
|

A PHILIP RANDOLPH=
INTERNAT IONAL PRESIDENT
= BROTHERHOOD OF SLEEPING CAR PORTERS=

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE
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g!lE WHITE HOUSE=

! |
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KNY 1 CHG BROTHERHOOD SCP= NIGHT LETTER = OCT 29=

THE PRESIDENT-

: WASHINGTON DoCes=

ACCORDING TO REPORT IN THE NEW YORK POST OCTOBER 29

2 JESSE WOODS NEGRO FARM LABORER WAS APPARENTLY K1nmappgp|
" FROM JAIL CELL MIDNIGHT SUNDAY OCTOBER 28 WITH NO CLUE)

TG HIS PRESENT IﬂEREAB@GTS’ THERE IS GRAVE FEAR OF i

'LY!CHING= REPORTS INDICATE TERRIFIC STRUGGLE IN JAIL AHQ
P~§LOOBSTAINS DISCOVERED INDICATE MOB ACTION= SINCE

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE
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| I
'TAKEN ON KIDNAPPING CASES ABOVE MASOH-DIXON LINE 'lTHlE
I 24 HOURS OF THE KIDNAPPING WISH EARNESTLY TO REQUEST

AND URGE THMAT YOU USE YOUR GREAT OFFICES TO SECURE |
IMMEDIATE ACTION BY THE FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

:'ARB DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE IN INVESTIGATING THIS SEOCKINGW
| anD uensraeus OUTRAGE AGAINST HIMAN DECENCY AND JUSTICE=

y | AM CGNFIDENT YOU WILL ENMPLOY EVERY FACILITY OF THE

LAW AT YOUR DISPOSAL TO BRING THESE CHLPRITS TO JUSTICE| _
| FOR SUCH UNLAWFUL RACIAL TERRORISM IS NOT ONLY INTOLERABLE
AND WRONG BUT INCREASINGLY ADDS TO THE PROBLEM OF OUR ' |
COUNTRY IN WINNING THE CONFIDENCE AND RESPECT OF THE &
PEOPLES OF COLOR OF THE WORLD IN OUR DEMOCRATIC WAY eF

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE . !




