-pago thi-u i

HUw Veeds placed emphasis en ﬂn:pnint ﬂnuauu mst ntbiﬁxt& poqﬁhuu&n can
pay their way. The Ghairman ef SNCC, Mr. Jeka Levis, weig
basis qnmt&uxrign;nnriauheﬂnrlﬂlﬁ?lalsmukvnnﬁln:nupmmdhlctir
underwriting the expense of twe trains, Cﬁk.‘imhulluun('ﬂum'ﬁumn’hnbcwmudsdﬁaus
shnﬂjtnﬁanndxa'ﬂurcnunmetir the twe trains.

Mrs, Hurley speke wud very strengly against the ldea of the NAAGP being
responsitile fer ens ef the trains. She said that they were paying bdlls mnd
bends te get peeple sut of jail thrsughcut ﬂusnaﬁhnx;ni'uuq'tuhﬂtiuwa any
meney. She didn't knew what actien the Matirual 6ffics weuld trks. |

Then Jehn Lewls ssked Reverend Wecids whe ceuld speak fer SCICT And Rev. Weeds
said he weuld get in teuch with Dr. King. |

During the meeting Werth Leng went te the SCIC effice te speak te Rev, Wyatt
~Te Welkor, Sou’ahcrn Administrater fer the Maroh,(with Dr. Hm. Mr. Leng and
Atty. McKissick) as he had net sttended the meeting, "
SGUEctmuinsbbe:nspuwimhsrlrthc\nimnnithu;of'ﬁh train,

John Lewis made a passienate plea mump»phumsmmmm
Seugh sheuld be represented, | _

Tt was suggested far sll pesple present, that the Seuphirn Committen with the
assistance ef the Natienal Gemmitiee hsld an emergency mass Fresdss Rally en Thursday,
August 22 er Saturday, August 2, in Memphis fer the purpsss ef raising funds te
bring the unempleyed frem ether peints of the Seuth. It was suggested by the Ssuthera
Cemmittee that the Natiensl Chairmen of the Marcha (Wilkins, Randelph, Farmer, King,
Lewis, Yeung and the ethers) sleng with big name stars, appear in the shew, (.7,
Vivian, vhe is the cesrdinater fer the state of Ternsssee will lay the greundwerk
Ibf thig rally.

JL sWL/sk =+

page two

Worth Long.'Stnfr'cobrdinator for the Student Nonviolent Coordinating
Committee has visited most of our Pield Secretarys and workers end talked
with them and distributed leaflets and buttons. He reported that thers are

‘mani unthloypd workers in tho»liséisaippi Delta and the black belts of

Alabams and Tennoqaeo ihs deasire fo be a part of the March on Wasﬁingten
who hnvo no financial resources and 3o would be unable to go.

In Arkansas, £00 people havo*boe: recorded as wanting te go by
bus, and arrangemonta bave besn made for payment of their transpertstion.
Pine Biuff, Arkansag, howovopyiwhsre demonstrations by SNCC affiliates
have resulted in desegregation of major public and private,affiliateSy»
has the majority of unemployed and of SNCC staff and workers involved
in the movement who are unable to pay their way: about 90, ‘

Mississippi: August 27, 1963 is the date of the second Democratie
primary for Mississippi. Dr. Aaron Henry of Clarksdale, Mississippi,

has arrsnged for at least 3 buses to make the pilgrimage from Mississippi

" to Washington. OUR problem in Mississippi, however, is that those people

whom we would select for the March on Washington are the same pecpls whom
we count on to present affidavits to vote.

This poses the question of how we get them to Washington. . Registered
bYoters can get absentes ballots, but absentee affidavita...Welll} It
seems ﬁo me that they éro the yeople who deserve the right to mesrch on
Washington. Many bave given their bodies, some their jobs, and sll are
totally committed,

In Albany, Georgia, the situation is much the same. Lots of people;
ne money. Charles Sherrod has sent werksrs out into the field publioclzing
the march, andy-based on information he has received from the March on

Iaahington-u ‘that the Bransportation to the March is free,
#* % %

“umm”“ﬁ%mmvmduﬂ> _ .




Mr, Allyn P. Robinson

The National Conference of Christians
& J“.’ m., m‘tt‘n Ragion

43 West 57th Street

New York 19, New York

Desr Mr. Robinson:

A% the present time John, 1s out of the city; he was arrested five days

480, in Selma, Alabama. John was arrested for leading a demonstration,
* protesting segregation in the city of Selma.

Due to the fact that John's arrest, it 18 impossible for him to send am
immediate response to your letter. As soon as Johnrreturns to the of iice
your letter will be forwarded on to his desk.

thanks for your kind letter.
Sincerely,

(:, ) e y :35??’??1\
James Belten
Office Staff
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THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF CHRISTIANS & JEWS, INC
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ALLYN P. ROBINSON, DIRECTOR, GREATER NEW YORK AREA

1963

September 17,

Mr. John Lewis

Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee

5 Beekman Street
- New York, New York

Lewis

Dear Mr,
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three-session series

in a

icipation

te your parti

invi

I cordially
of luncheon meetings on the theme "The Meaning of Leadership."

and Jews,

in-

t of

h I enclose -- and it
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Actually, the working group
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be extended to a selected 1
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in our communi

1S Series =-
ted to fifty people.
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duals who are leaders
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has designated that the

11 be 1

A Forum Luncheon Planning Committee has been at work for several months
des

Your ideas on the subject in its several aspects will be of great value to
others who will attend, and so I look forward to an affirmative reply =--

for all sessions.

Should
ite another ‘to fill

invi

11 want to txry to

i

te, we w

Please complete and return the enclosed form as soon as possible,
icipa

you be unable to part

your place,

Sincerely,

P

Allyn P, Robinsoh
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There is no fee for the series, other than a charge for the lunch

that will be served--$2 per session, or $6 for the series.

To: Manhattan Region NCCJ
43 West 5Tth Street
New York 19, New York

I plan to pesrticipate in
The entire series
or
Luncheon on October 17
" " November 1k
" " December 12

I enclose my check for $

NAME

TELEPHONE NO.

Have the terms "Leader" and "Leadership" given you pause these days?

Have you given thought to your own role in community affairs?

THE NATTONAL CONFERENCE OF CHRISTIANS AND JEWS, INC.

Cordially Invites You To
PARTICIPATE

In a Series of Three Forum ILuncheons
To Explore

THE MEANING OF LEADERSHEIP

Who is the leader? How is he selected?
What is his role? How is he motivated?

For whom does he speak? To whom does he speak?

Who are our leaders? Who ébuld they be?

October 17 - Those who Lead
November 14 - Those who are lLed
December 12 - Communication Between and Among
the Leaders and the Led
From 12 Noon to 2:00 P.M.
at the
Building for Brotherhood

43 West 57th Street
New York City




We are in the throes of a social revolution, the pace of which is
unprecedented. Leadership is being challenged everyday. Are our leaders
capable of accepting such challenge?

Out of a sense of need--and urgency--that a good many of our problems
are occurring, and are remaining with us, because of lack of effective
leadership (and lack of awareness on the part of New York City residents
and commuters of their role in its affairs--and to whom to turn for ,
sensible decisions), the NCCJ has deemed it vital that the whole question
of leadership be understood by those who are leaders.

The NCCJ is attempting an experiment with this three-session series
of Forum Luncheons.

There will be no one speaker. It will be run as a forum, with ideas
coming from you, the participant.

A chairmen will be on hand to give focus to the discussions, to keep
them moving, to summarize.

In order to establish some basis for discussion, a set of guide lines
will be distributed to the participants in advence of each session; however,
we need not be bound to or limited by them.

The proceedings of each discussion will be taken down and distributed
to the participants only, so that each will have a further opportunity *o
study the ideas expressed.

Our intention is to enable you, as a community leader and as a member
of one or more groups in the community, to clarify your own thinking with
respect to the effectiveness of your funetion in these groups and in the
larger community.

Since we hope to explore the subject in depth, we trust that you will
plan to attend all three of the sessions.

NCCJ - Manhattan Region

Forum Luncheon Planning Committee




Rabb: Evarett Gerdler
The Jewish Center

1135 Kassau St. ’
Princeion, Kew Jersgy

Dear Rabbi Gendler, ‘ _
Hr. Forman has asked ms to respurd to your .Let*er of Jurne 27.

We are bappy to know that tiwe Action %mittea for Racial Justice
hes been estabiished. HMr. Forwan has telked with Theodcre Bikel
sbout the poscibility of his using his influence to set up a
group of rabbis frem cutaide the South who would de willing te spesk
in synagoguss in the Soulh about bthe race guestion. We have found that
many of the rgbbis in aress where we work are syrpathetic o our
work, but fear speaiiug out. I think having someone of their faith who
conld come in and gpeak mizht help. This is one ides that might be
helpful to you, at sny rate.

¥e will placs your name aud the name of FBaobi Jules Harlow on
ovrkey mailing list, ubich will mean that you will get all our press
releases and action regussis. ,

We hope to hear £rom you in the future and 1001: forward to working
with you.

3 31'313’
./L /(»/;ff HEA




N THERN STUDENT CONTACT FORM
SNCC CONFERENCE: APRIL 12, 1963, ATLANTA, GEORGIA

NAME e e e
ADDRJISS LHONE

YZAR IN SCHOOL

SCHOOL OR VOCATION
CRGANTIZATION YOU REPRESENT

NAME OF C:iMPUS CIVIL RIGHTS GROUP

ADDRESS

PRESIDENT CR CONTACT PZRSON

HAS ANY CROUP ON YOUR CAxPUS DONE SNCC FUNDRAISING?
NAME OF GRCUP

ADDRESS

PRESIDENT OR CONTACT PERSON

IS THERE A POTENTIAL FUND RAISING GROUP GN YOUR CAMPUS? (LIBERAL CLUB,
CIVIL RIGHTS GROUP, ECT.)

NAME OF GROUP - PRESIDENT

ADDRESS

IS THERE POTENTIAL FOR SETTING UP A FRIENDS (R SNCC GROUP ©N YOUR CaMPUS
OR IN YOUR COMMUNITY? NAME OF GOOD CONTACT AND OTHSR RELEVANT INFORMATION:

|
i

WOULD YOU BE WILLING TO SET UP A FUND DRIVE? WHEN?

NAME OF OTHZR STUDZNT WHO MIGHT DO SO IF YOU ARE GRADUATING

ADDRESS

REMARKS OR OTHZR RELEVANT INFORMATION (PLEASE GIVE IDEAS FOR FUND RAISING
IN YOUR LOCALITY IF YOU ARE NOT A STUDENT, :

USE BACK OF SHEAT TF NECESSARY.
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Student NonviolLent Coordinating Committee
8 1/2 Raymond Sineet Nornthwest
Atlanta, Geongia, 30314

SIX MONTHS REFORT

27 Decemben, 1963 John Robent Lewdis
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Student Wonviolent Coordinating Committee
6 Raywond Street, MNonth test
AtLanta, Geonrgdia, 30314

27 GBecemben 1963
TO Coordinating Committee
FROM John R, Lewis, Chairman
SUBJ Six Ilonth Report

This is not to be a formal report, rather an informal collec-

of statements based on my observations, so please forgive the many p.
sonal references. ’

Since June of this year, it has been my pleasure to visit ali
of the SHCC projects in the protest areas, with the exception of Gad--
den, Alabama. Tor the first time, I was able to see the Atlanta offi
as somewhat of a nerve center of SNCC. I had the opportunity to meet
practically all of the field secretaries and field workers.

During the early part of the summer I found myself in Dan<~: . ®
Virginia, I was very much moved and impressed by the spirit and
courage of the people of Danville, under a very dynamic SNCC-typs La=
ership. The people of Danville were willing to put their bodies be-
tween the High Street Baptist Church and Police Chief 1i¢cCain. 1In Dau-
ville, I had the opportunity to speak at rallies, to conduct workshop.
and to participate in a demonstration,

During the last part of June, after the hot days of Danville,
the Executive Secretary and I, along with heads of several other ci—i:
rights and labor organizations, were asked to meet with the late Presi
dent Kennedy and Vice President Johnson to discuss the President's
Civil Rights Bill he had just presented to Congress.

During the early part of July, we were very much involved in
the "Big Six" (later the "Big Ten") conferences which were dealing wit
the March on Washington (the Council For Civil Rights Leadership, and
the United Civil Rights Leadership Conference). A good deal of our

time went into the preparation of, and policy making decisions for the
Hdarch on Yashington.

Later in July, I had the opportunity to visit Greenwood, 'iiss.
Under the distinctive direction of Bob :foses, perhaps Greenwood is a
symbol, in one form or another, of what we would like to accomplish
in our other prcjects. 1In Greenwood, I was able to see more than jus:
the hard daily work of canvassing around the communities, voter regis-
tration clinics, mass meetings, etc., I saw, in Greenwood, a positive
education program, not just for SNCC staff and young people, but for
the whole community as well. The new library was off to a good start.
Hundreds upon hundreds of books had been received and catalogued, =z~
were made available to youngsters and adults alike, who used the 1. .-
ry as an informal community center.

Later during July, I dropped over to Pine Bluff , Arkansas,
to check on Bill Hansen, Ben Gringe, and Bob Whitfield, I spoke at
mass meetings, worked to assist in the canvassing of the Xegro com-
nunity urging voter registration, and collection of poll taxes, etc.

Lewis Report -2

from there I went to Sommerville, Tennessee to see Walt Tillow, SNCCers

and non-SNCCers were conducting a massive voter registration drive whict
appeared to be largely successful.

During the middle of July, I happened by chance into Selma--the
heart of the Black Belt in Alabama==to take a peek at the Lafayettes.
was speaking at a mass rally when I received an urgent call, similar to
those I have received on many other occasions: I was needed in Cambrids

I spent some time in Cambridge, meeting with our Executive Comm: "
tee member, Gloria Richardson,Field Secretary Reginald Robinson, iur
<€ficials of Cambridge, and on other occasions, state officials of
“and. From Cambridge, I proceded, with Gloria Richardson, Reggie
-on, and other civil rights people, to Washington to meet with Att: -
General Robert Kennedy. It was at this meeting that we signed the nc.
famous "Cambridge Hon-Demonstration Agreement,"

I think there's a great lesson to be learned from the events sur-
rounding the Cambridge protest. Cambridge dramatized to the nation,
»nd to the world perhaps, that there cannot be any such thing as “"peacwo
nd tranquility” in any given community -where protests have taken plz::
atil the demands of the Negroes are mets Furthermore, I think that
-ambridge is one of the best examples of what a few people could have
ione by being steadfast in the face of opposition from both sides. By
7.2lding to the demands of factions within the Negro community, we were
forced into signing this agreement, We did so because we felt it nec-
2ssary to present to Attormney General Kennedy and others with whom we
were negotiating, 2 resonable facsimilie of unity. And here, I think
it cannot be overstressed that there are times when "flexibility" is not

-he word. All of us are aware of the difference between resoluteness
and mere pigheadedness.,

During the first week of August I was in 'Mississippi at the time
of the primaries for that state, I was in Sreenwood, and later in
Clarksdale, where an injunction curtailing my activities was served me,
as well as a member of the National Council of Churches. The next two
or three weeks were quite hectic with my being constantly in transit

between Atlanty, Washington, and New York City, in preparation for the
Harch on Washington.

Everyone on the Executive Committee is wecll aware of the facts
surrounding the censoring of my speech, so I will content myself wi- .
raking a few observations about the effect of that censorship., Fi-
5f all, it must be noted that not only did pressure to change the s,..:
come from officials like Burke Marshall, et al, but from liegro leadears
i7ithin the March on Washington as well, notably, Roy Wilkins and Martirn
ing. Again, "unity" was stressed. Now, there are two schools of
hought about the changing of the wording of the speech. One is that
:ither way (i.e. changing or not changing the wording), was bound to
.zing SNCC to the attention of the people and the press., The cother is
~hat I should have refused to accommodate Messvys. Wilkims, Kimg, and
1e Archbishope. The fact remains that in the name of "unity" I did
-hange the speech, a t the same time trying to maintain the original
.enor of the speech without sacrifice. This was done in consultation
7ith the aid of our Executive Secretary James Forman, and our Execu-
tive member and iHarch on Washington representative, Courtland Cox.
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Since that time, I find that people are asking questions about SiiCC.
What is SNCC's program ? What is SNCC doing ? Who is SNCC ? And
usually, when they do find out, they want in some way or another

to become identified with SNCC. For this we can thank our good
brethern, Archbishop Boyle, itessrs. Wilkins, King, Young and Ran-
dolph. So much for thatl

The march being over, I returned to Atlamnta, after which I
spent 2bout a day and a half in Southwest Georgia--in Albany and
Americus. I came back to Atlanta to attend a meeting of the Co-
ordinating Committee which lasted about three days. The cowardly
and intsane murder of the children in Birmingham brought me to that
unfortunzte city. After the funeral in Birmingham, the ilacedonisan~
Call went up, and I was off to Selma, once again, I had the oupowx:.
ity to be in contact with the local people by conducting wotkshpps,
canvassing neighborhoods, addressing mass rallies, etc. I also
said "hello" to Jim Clark, and I got a close look at Al Lingo. Af~-
ter these momentuou s events, I was granted a two-week vacation at
the expense of Dallas County., I rested at the Dallas County Manor,
and shuttled back and forth between Camps Selma and Cameda. All

in all, what with trials, etc., I spent about three weeks as a guest
of the State of Alabama.,

The slogan of my Washington dpeech: One Man - One Vote, was
never out into visible operation until signs were carried in Selr;
shouting this demand. In a real sense, this slogan served to ar -
en the lNegro community to the issue of voting and the part in c..:1
responsitility they have a duty to play. To the Southern white
power structure, it demonstrated that they would have to use every
means available to supress this movement, The extreme, brutal at-
tempts to quash registration in Selma served notice on Negroes ever:w
where in the South--as well as all citizens in the rest of the na-
tion--that the white Southern power structure will continue to use
brute force, and flagrantly violate constitutional laws (as well as
laws of human decency) in order to deprive ilegroes of their rights.
Cne thing we can learn from Selma is that we can effectively have a
positive program of Direct Action centered around VYoter Registration.

The first week of November :I had the opportunity to spend a
few days in liississippi working in the field (which I 1like) on the
Freedom Vote Campaign. At the conclusion of the campaign, I went
on an extended speaking engagement in cities throughout the country,
which included Detroit and Ann Arbor, Mich.j; Chicago, Ill.) Columbus,
Cincinatti, and Granville, Ohio; Meadville, Penna.; Burlington, Vr.;
New York City and Newburgh, ¥.Y.3 Washington, D.C.J and on the West
Coast: Los Angeles, San Francisco, etc., following the paths made
by some of our field secretaries and our Freedom Singers.,

This part of my report is the most difficult to write, but
since I feel a responsibility to the Committee, I would be derelict
in my duty if I omitted it., I would like, first of all, to preface
these remarks with this statement of prirciple., While I am not too
concerned with our "image™ in the sense that would affect our nation
al policy: as an organization SNCC does what SNCC must do and in
SNCC's own way, and that's that! I make no apologies for sncc's
image in that respect. What concerns me, however, is our relat. ...
with the public at individuzl levels. And this is where I nust .-
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count some rather unfortunate

incidents which came to my attention dur-.
ing my travels,

It appears that some of our personnel have been abusing hospital=-
ity vhile on the road. It further appears that these same people have
the mistaken idea that because they are FREEDOM FIGHTERS, they are to
be eccorded the red carpet treatment. Some, I am told, even go so far
as to demand VIP treatment wherever they go. This attitude has done
nothing to win SNCC friends and influence people. It has done quite
the opposite, and I don't think it necessary to labor the point. Therr
are two incidents to which I will refer in order teo justify the cha-—---
I just made, The first is that two SICCers spent some time in the
of someone who befriended them, They repaid that hospitality by
‘g their host with a $100.00 telephone bill, The other inciden:t -
that a young lady decided, for reasons best known to herself, to pur-
zhase a $45,00 pair of shoes in the presence of a wealthy woman who is
2 FRIEND OF SNCC. It is beside the point the amount of money this
7oung lady paid for her shoes, but it is NOT irrevelant that SNCC is

1wt noted for being an affluent organization that is not obliged to de-
‘end upon the good will of contributors,

‘ocommendations:

There should te more effective screening of individuals who are
to fo on the road to campaign for funds for SECC. They should
not only be conversant with SHCC activities and policies, but
with SNCC's underlying philosophy of nonviolence. I am well
2ware that some of us accept nonviolence as a technique, while
others among us accept nonviolence as a philosophy of 1life., It
is not an absolute necessity that the latter is a prerequisite
for going on the road; however, it is desirable that the dif=-
ference is known and adequately explained to those whom we would

enlist in our struggle. It should also be reflected in our be=-
havior.,

*lembers of the Coordinating Committee and the Executive Committee
should have a more intimate knowledge and a closer interest in
the day to day operation and activity of the whole crganization,

as well as their own immediate area, Closer contact with the
main office is needed,

SHCC should explore the necessity to move into metropolitan a::.
as well as opening up rural areas. The existing situation c?
farm automation is moving many of the younger population into &l

| S
larzger Southern cities, or else to the Horth., What is usually

left behind in the rural areas are the very old, and/or the very
young, for the most part,

While espindit de corps is both necessary and desirable to maintai.
cohesion within the organization, it must not degenerate into me~.
chauvinism. 1In spite of differences with other civil rights or-
ganizations, we must be willing to werk and cooperate with then,

at the same time grappling with the Herculean task of resolving
external organization differences.,
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There should be some active efforts on the part of the Coordinc:-
ing Committee to restore life to local protest areas. (We don't
have a single strong or active protest area except for Cambridge.
At the  end of this meeting the Coordinating Committee should is=-
sue a cafl to all local protest areas to findsn the job!

There is a definite need for more centralization of authority in
the organization, and this should be investigated at this meeti:g
On some occasions, our field secretaries have gone into a commun-
ity to conduct a voter negistration project, only to switch to =
program of direct action, without comnsultation with the Executiv
Secretary or anyone else in the Atlanta office. (The Executiv=
Secretary, Director of Communications, Bookkeeper, and the C

man could be in Snow Stonm, Maine, wvhen such actions occur with-
out prior consultation.) At the same time, when people are ar-
rested or some other dramatic event occurs, the field staff or
project director expect immediate legal assistance, money for bai
aid from the communications section, or, in other words: full at-
tention from the Atlanta office. We must be mindful of the fact

that SNCC is no longer a spontaneous movement, but an Organdized
Revolution, :

"One Man - One Votel!l”

J é?) AR
“X A Kz
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JRL:snL Jghn R. Lewis

Season's Greetings!




Statement by John Lewis, Chairman
Staff meeting February 1965

r

With a deep sense of humility I speak to you today in an at-
tempt to share with you some of my feelings and thoughts on SNCC
and the igmek Civil Rights struggle. I have no words of wisdom, nor
have I been dreaming great dreams. From the outset I am aware of
the fact that we are at a crucial juncture in the history of the
Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee. The situation demands
clarity, firmness, and certainty, as well as an unmatched capacity

for planning and foresight,

On my arrival in Atlanta after having been out of the country
for two months, I was throughly informed about the questions and
issues that were raised at both the staff meeting and the staff

.retreat, I have read the positions papers, the minutes, and have
talked with many members of the staff with great interest concerning
the nature of your deliberations in Atlanta and in Bay St. Louis.

I only regret that I was unable to take part in the many seesions
serious discussion and thinking. Fortunately or unfortunately I

was in Africa on what I like to call a mission of learning, or an

attempt to cement the relation between the liberation mevement of

Africa and the Civil Rights Struggle in this country. I am convincec

more than ever before that the social, economic, and political des-
tiny of the black people of America is inseparable from that of our

black brothers of Africa,

It matters not whether it is in Angola, Mozambique, Southwest

Africa, or Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia and Harlem, U,S.A. The

Struggle is one of the same.. Call it what you may--racial segrega
tion, social, economic, and political explditétion, or what the
Freedom Fighters in South Africa are demanding an end to....imper-
ialism and colonialism. It is a struggle againsf a vicious and evil
system that is controlled and kept in order for and by a few white

men throughout the world.

Ye are struggling against the same powers., We must must
question the United States intervention in the Congo. Ve in SNCC
must in good conscience ask of the United States government whether
it stands with struggling freedom fighters of South Africa, or

with the U.S. supported oppressive government.

The cry in the dependent countries of Africa is still One Man
One Vote. It is a cry for Freedom s Liberation, and Independence.
It is a cry of People to have some control over their political
destiny. The cry of SNCC is essentially the same, for it is a cry
to liberate the oppressed and politically denied black people of
this country. T think we all recognize the fact that if any radical
social, economic, and political changes are to take place in our
society, the masses must be organized to bring them about. We must
continue to inject something new and creative into the very vein of
our society. Ye must continue to raise certain questions and cer=-
tain problems that we can neither answer nor solve, but must
dramatize them in such a way that they would force the government
to address itself to the demands and basic needs of all the people.

I have noticed the constant use by the staff of the words "It seems




to me." Thhse words are extremely sicnificant. For our job

in Mississippi, Alabama and the deep south is 'to' get people to say
"It seems to me," to get people to express their ideas, their opin-
ions. One of the basis for the Freedom School is that the students

say "It seems to me."

Those of us in SNCC are only playing roles on the American
scene, for we are haere today and gone tomorrow. SNCC is one of
many forces at work in our society for certain basic changes. There
is something unique about SNCC which sets us apart from other
organizations and groups---at least we tend to think that way. In
a real sense I would like to consider SNCC as a spark to begin
the flame for basic aocial, economic, and political changes. SNCC
is the shot in the arm of a sick society. We are the birth pains
in the body politic . We have made summer projects respectable;
we have made Freedom Registration acceptable. We have even made
the idea of One Man One Vote "respectable;j"jast look around at some

of the other civil rights groups.

OQur job is to help educate, help prepare people for political
action, Our job is to organize the unorganized into a vital
force for radical, social, economic, and political change. Our
job 1s to create what I like to call pockets of power and in-
fluence, where the people can say "this is what I want and need."
Our primary concern must be the liberation of black people. At

the same time kncwing that there are many white people in this

country who are victims of the evils of the economic and

political system. Black people feel these evils more for we ére

not only economically exploited and politically denied but we

are also dehumanized by the vicioué system of seéregation and racial
discrimination. So our work must continue to be in the black com.
munities,in the rural areas, the farms and hamlets of the slums

and ghettos of the cities.

TP many of us are too busy telling white people that we
are now ready to be inte-grated into their society. When we make
appeals for active, moral, aﬁd financial support they have been
geared toward the white community and for the most part not at all
toward the black community. This is true of all the major civil

rights organizations including SNCC. ‘e must dig deep into the '.

black centers of power throughout this nation not just for financial

reasons but as a base of political support. I am convinced that
this country is a racisg country. The majority of the population

is white and most whites still hold to a master=-slave mentality,

Father Thomas Merton raises this question in his book, Seeds

of Destruction: Is it possible for Hegroes and whites in this

country to engage in a certain political experiment such as the
world has never yet witnessed and in which the first condition would
be that whites consented to let Negroes run their own revolution,
giving them the necessary support, and being alarmed at some of the

sacrifices and fifficulties that this would involve?
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¢ have reached a crucial -ioment in American history and the his-

tory of the world. TFor the word revelution is becomins common. In

1960 with the Sit-in ‘lcvement, the “reecdom Pide in '61, and the other

events throurh the sprinr of '€3, the vord "revolution" was at first
accented vith tolerarce, and as a pleasantly vivid fieure of speech,
“"ith the ‘‘esrc masses demandiny jobs, Southern ‘iesroes demanding

the vote, with the Denocratic Convention Challenge and now the
Congressional Challense by the “ississippi Freedom Nemocratic Party,
the word Revolution is becoming a bad wvord, with more and more dis-
apprcval, because it comes too near the truth. *Thy? What is a

social or political revolution?

What does it mean to say that a people struggling for civil rights

amounts to a revolution? Much as it may anger some die-hard whites,
the fact that a Negro dits down next to a white woman at a lunch
counter and orders a Coke and a hammburser is still short of revolu-
tion. When the Negroes in Lowndes County, Aladama, where there are
12,000 Hegroes and 3,000 whites, and not a single Negro is registe-
red, get the vote and actually manage to cast their vote on Election
Day without getting shot; this is still not revolution, though there
may be something radically new about it. The real question still

is, who will they vote for: Governor Wallace, Bull Connor, or Jim

Clark?

Southern politicians are much more aware of the revolutionary nature
of the situation than are the good liberals in the Morth, who be-

lieve that somehow Negroes (North and South) will gradually and

-6-

quietly "fit in" to white society, exactly as it is, with its power

structure, its affluent economy, its politiéal machine, and the

values of its middle class suburban folkways.

White America as a whole seems to think that when Negroes of
the South begin to use the vote, they will be content with the same
cnadidates who were up the last year and the year before. As a
matter of fact, Southern politicians realize very well that when
the Negroes turn out in full force to vote- and thereby establish
themselves as a facotr to be reckoned with in Southern politics, the
political machines of the past are going to collapse in a cloud of

death. There are enough black people in the South to make any

free election death for the status quo.

I think past history will testify to the fact that white liberals
and the so-called affluent Negro leader will not support all our
demands. They will be forced to support some of them in order tp
maintain an image of themselves as liberal. But we must also re-
cognize that their material comforts and congenial relations with
the establishment are much more important tp them than their concern
for an oppressed people. And they will sell us down the river for
the hundredth time in order to protect themselves., Ue all saw this
in Atlantic City. For this reason, as well as to support their own

self -esteem, white liberals are very anxious to get closer to what
they call the "seat of power", or to have a position of leadership
and control in the Black Revolution, in order to apply the brakes
when they feel it is necessary. W“Why was the United Civil Rights

Leadership Council organized during the summer of 1963? Because
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a segment of White America felt that the revolution was getting out
of hand, and by raising money and prcii3ing some big money, they
could control the movement. There have. been ether situations where

an attempt has been made to remove the revolutionary sting from

the movement. // The civil rights revolution is a manifestation

of a &eép disorder that is eéating away the inner substance cf our
éociety. Thoreau said "If a man does not keep pace with his compa-
nion, perhaps it is because he hears a different drummer. Let him
step to the music he hears, hcwever measured or far away." . As
William Melvin Kelly makes it clear in his first novel, "A Different
Drummer," the Negro hears a drummer with a totally different beat,
one whibh the white man is not yet capable of understanding. It is
a must for the black people to make themselves visible in order for
white America to pay attention. Even white staff members must re-
cognize the fact that we are caught up with a sense of destiny with
the vast majority of colored people all over the world who are be-
coming conscious of their power and the role they must play in the
world.

If the movement and SNCC are going to be effective in attempting
to liberate the black masses, the civil rights movement must be
black-controlled, dominated, and led. The oppressed people, the

common people, the little people, are the people who rise up.

In closing I make an appeal to all of usj; not just for SNCC's
sake, but for the sake of the total struggle and the peoble who
are depending on us. I appeal to the silent staff, the intellect-
uals, Southerners and Northerners, black and white; to move forwapd

in building a better, stronger, and more effective organization
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with a sense of purpose and direction.

Finally, lest I be accused of chauvinism, we are what we:are.

We are not the Students for a Democratic Society. -We are not the

" Salvation Army. We are not American Friends Service Committee.

We are an organization, yet a movement of people with different
backgrcunds, ideas, hopes, aspirations, vorking for a just and
open society. e are the Student Nopviolent.Coqridnating

Comﬁittee.




18 April 1965 5*V;"jzﬁ*' or the need to comply with local regulations.

4, Mr, Rawlins will not beé concerned with the normal supervisory’
Current State of New Office Develonments

responsibility of authorizing interim payments to contractors,

~but will certify to SNCC when final payment to contractors shall

be made on completion of the work. Mr. Rawlins will ascertain

Plans have generally been completed with the excentlon of the-‘ and notify SNCC in writing that all work has been;properly -

‘- heatlng and ventilating. These are promised by Jae Cott11eb by next week ; performed and all:materials properly‘provided and that a1l

(April 26). 1In add1t1on some changes must be made in the layout of rooms ‘ manufacturers' warrantees and 1nstruct1ons have been turnea over,

~on the f1rst floor in the nhotography and’ 11thography areas. These to SNCC before final pavments are made.

e e e b g e e

_changes are required in order to adJust room s1zes to acconmodate the " The arrangements w1th Mr., Rawllns is to proV1de for payment

llthographv equipment which has arr1ved since last t1me I was_ here. of the $320.00 fee in four stages; the f1rst on s1gh1ng the agreement -

Although thesc changes will take a week to make they should have - ' and the rema1n1nq three staged over the course of the conetructlon.

no effect on the costs or the extablishment of agreements with_the‘:‘ The agreement should stlpulate that Mr. Rawlins or Mr. Rob1nson

contractors., The signing of contracts and the purchase and delrverv ;ji' v151t‘and inspect the work at least tw1ce a. week durlnq the course -

of materials ‘may proceed without delay. ‘Q;? ;?flh'; : o of c0nstruct1on.

Agreement has been reached through Joseph W, Rob1nson wlth hls I snoke to Leroy Smith yesterday (17 Aprll) at Tuskegee and he 1

employer Herbert A. Pawllns ATA to supervise "the constructlon for ‘a assures me that the work crew can st111 be prov1ded 'He vould 11ke to

fiat fee of $320.00. Mr, Raw11ns is a registered arch1t1ectv1n be not1f1ed by phone and in writing as. soon as the dates that the>

Atlanta. The agreement with Mr, Rawlins should be oh a~standard*AIA‘ crew w111 be needed are known. A crew lf 12 W111 certa1n1y suffv e--

contract form altered as may be necessary to include the follow1ng.4rf th1s would éven allow a: few to he a- 51gned as helpers to the . olumber

1. Mr, Raw11ns will provide the necessary reg1stratlon seal on ‘ or electrlcxan. Leroy expressed some concern about sleeolng arrange )

the drawings as required by the c1ty. ments for the work crew and I 1nd1cated that they could prohablv sleep in tl

Mr. Rawlins (or Mr. Rohkinson on‘his behalf) wili(periodicallyﬁ;_'"¢; o the Nelson St. Bu11d1ng. 1 hope th1s is OK.

ingpect the work to insure that it is being carrled out . "1 would suggest that the. arrangements with the contractors b

in accord with the draW1ngs, spec1f1cat1ons, and regulat1ons f ?i;mi o made as follows:

of the city. - S .1’, s hﬁf_,f~' o Mr. Brooks, the general contractor, w111 do the ordering of constructlon

Mr, Rawllns (or Mr, Rob1nson on his behalf) will make such nlner ?L : " 1 materlals and the superv151on of the work crew from Tuskepee., In

changes in the 1nstructlons to the contractors as may,be ;%h2~ . f 'f‘ ' add1t1on he will provide a full time carpenter on the Job. Pavment for

required by unforseen cond1t1ons in the exxstzng bur}dxng?éfa construct1on materlals should be made by SNCF Paymentdtobﬂr. Brooks
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will hhen be made strictly on the basis of his‘serVices.d By the end ' , ) ' . )
R 2. He will also agree to deduct any other items which SNCC can

of this coming wekk he will contact Howard Moore and agree on-a'priCe R L.
: obtain for less.,

-

per day based on services alone and an estimate of the length of t1me; o, : ' , ; e
, Each xx of the contractors has been given a set of drawings and
necessary to complete the work. He will, in add1t1on, coordinate . ; , X ' :
‘ , ,'spec1f1cat10ns. They have agreed to contact lloward Moore during
the work of the other contractors and see to it that all necessary‘ ' . ' . ' :
_ 7 v : the coming week after they have had time to price their own work,
perm1ts are obta1ned “There is one possible complicating factor . o ‘ ] S .
| S Howard will draw up the contracts and arrange with Leroy Smith to
in this arrangement wh1ch must be accommodated. Circumstances'mav S . : : : ' , ,
- bring in the work crew crew., He will also set up the necessary special sz
arise Xxmr in wh:ch materials must be na1d for on deltvery. In: those - . T .
: £ account to pay for materials as described above, °
cases it will be necessary for M, Brooks to notlfy %NCC 1n advance of the co ‘ : , ©
_ B Mark Suckle is to act as contact for Mr. Johnson to provide
cost and the time of delivery so that some one can be on hand w1th - :

) informationvrelatinv'to the wiring of the large printing_preSS*and‘tbe.
a check., The materials to be prov1ded under this arrangement are_ :

A ' » 11thography equipment,
limited to lumber, wall board, hardware, nails, and other general " I will make the necessary revisio th d ' ’d " ‘
V , ns 1n e drawings an return",
construction materials. Ty e |
v sy them to Howard as qu1ck1y as poss1b1e. He will in tnrn dlstrlbute
"Mr, C.C. Hart, the plumbing: contractor w111 operate under a conventxona

the revised: prints to the contractors and the reV1sed orlgxnals to

construction agreement. lle w111 cont:act with SNCC to supnly-all
Mr. Rawllns so they may be stamned for subm1551on to the czty..
necessary materials and perform all work for a flxed sum of money. - '

A v‘v‘,.”‘ ‘:' N ) :
7 m,.-.-.vu;!v'r"‘"kfm ool o s iy T P gy TR

» Another 1tem wh1ch Betpy m1yht try to have donated is the
Mr. Edward Johnson, the electrical contractor w111 also operate ' . .
‘ : hardware. The descriptions of the=var10us types needed are Iisted ¢

under a conventional contract with these exceptlons'
~in the specifications and the number of each type needed ‘can. be ob-

1. He will itemize in his contract price the cost of the fluorescent : «
) - tained from sheet A 4 of the plans. R z

fixtures., If these can be obtained by SNCC more cheaply or 1f

e . Upon receipt of the mechanical plans and spec1f1cat10ns fren
they can be ‘obtained by donation this amount will be deducted from ;“;*# ~
o . Joe Gottlleb contact should be made w1th Mr. Newton of Newton Inc., -, -

Mr. Johnson s fee. Betty Garman has agreed to make some contacts about ; _ Wty
R L Heat1ng Contractors, 633 Pryor: St. Contract arrangements W1th Mr. Newten

these fixtures. The fixture selected is manufactured by Mltchell . :
~ should be similar to those with Mr. Hart,

Lichting Corp. of Chicago and is catalopue #1222 model name "motlf

le Rabin

They are four feet long, two tube fixtures and 150 of them’ are f@e:;f :;;‘ ' ‘ ’ - o (E

needed, RNK

2
+

An equivalent fixture .by anotbernmanufhcturerefhoﬁidfbe;a:

acceptable. Any price under $14.00ka_niece is~a bargin-ﬂr,,7*




Letober 7, 1955

Fellow Staff Members:

With the 1965 Civil Rights Bill and the new Voting
law, it may appear to some of our "friends" as well as
the opposition that the struggle for an oppressed people
to have some say and control over their politicﬁl destiny
is over, and there is"nothing left for us to do". If FOUR=YBAR POLITICAL FOR I, OF THE OUTH
anyone feel that way, then I am afraid that they are a b S ERN STATES
little misinformed., WHERE SNCGC IS WORKING.
Luring the past few months there have been a number
of political studies and reports on what political action,
should group such as the SNCC take to malie real the full
opportunity offered by the new voting law. 1In addition, Alabama
on Oct, 6, a number of orgainizations, including the
SNCC, CORE, SCLC, NAACP, MFDP, Urban League, Mississippi Georgia
Democratie Conference, and Alabama Democratic Conference
testified before the Special Equal rights: Committee of PP
the Democratic %ational Committee on a number of. Mississippi
questions dealing with exclusion of Negroee from party .
activities and elections in Southern States. North Carolina

You will find erclosed in this packeged two such
political reports a lj-year political calendar for L of
the Southern States where SNUC is working and a proposed
future political action program for SNCC. These r:ports

and studies were prepared and complied by -or under the
direction of William Higgs, Director of the Washington sNee
Human Rights Projects at my request. From time to time
SNCC is called upon to give testimony or make statments 60 N
before committees and agencies in Washington oh issues 360 Nelson St. S.W.
and questions that concern each of us and the people At2
<:fwork with., Bill Higgs and the Washington SNCC have tianta, Ga.
been more than helpful in preparing and compling material 0 ) 6
for testimony, statements and reports on a number of ctober 7, 1965
occassions which entails .a"lot of hard work. we are -
very muchindebted to Bill Higgs and Marion Barry
for their willingness to burn the mid-night o0il and
do the extra paper work at moment notice. (I am aware
that there is a philosophy on the part of some of us
that we shouldn't thank people for their work).

It is my sincere hope that this information will
be of some benefit to gpach of us in planning a political
-program of bringing the fulluess:of democracy to all
the citizens of the South.

With Justice, Freedom and
eace,

Joﬁg %gﬁigaz




Feb, 1, 1965

Feb., 1, 1966
March 1

April 23

May 3

ALABAMA

Last day for paying the annual pcll tax
of $1.50, (N ote: Poll taxes for two
preceding years must have been paid in
order to vote in stgte elections.)

Last day for registering to vote in the
Aug. 17 muncipal elections.

Election of commissioners whose terms have
expired in those cities and towns having
a commission form of government.

A run-off election, if neccessary, for

the election of city commessioners in cities

and towns having a commission form of
government,

Last day for paying the annual poll tax.

Last day for candidates to qualify for
Mgy 3 primary. :

Last day for registering to vote in the
May 3 primary.

Primary elections for Nov. 8 election,
and the last day for an independent
candidate to qualify for the Nov. 8
election,

Second primary, if necessary, for the
Nov. 8 election.

Last day for registering to vote in the
Aug. 17 muncipal elections.

Election of commissioners whose terms
have expired, in those cities and towns
having a commssion form of government.

A run-off election, if necessary, for the
election of city commissioners in cities
and towns having a commission form of
government.,

Last day for registering to vote in the
Nov. 8 election.

General election of a U.S.Senator (The
incumbent is John J, Sparkman), U.S.
Congressmen, two Associate Justices, a
Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, Attorney
General, Auditor, Secretary of State,

Feb. 1, 1967
Aug., 5

Aug. 15

Sept., 5

Feb, 1, 1963
March 1

April 27

May 7

June
Aug.
Aug.

Aug .

Sept. 3

Sept, 10

ALABAMA -2~

Treasurer, Superintendent of Education,
Commissioner of Agriculture and Industries,
Senators and Representatives in the

State Legislature, Sheriffs, Tax Assessors,
Members of the County Boards of Education,

and two Associate Public Service Commissioners.

Last day for paying the annual poll tax.

Last day for registering to vote in Aug .
15 muncipal election.

Election of commissioners whose terms
havg expired in those cities and towns
having a commission form of government,

A.rgn-off election, if necessary, in those
cities and towns having a commission of
government,

Last day for paying the annual poll tax.

Last day for candidates to qualify for
the May 7 primary,

Last day for registering to vote in the
May 7 primary,

Primary election for the Nov, 5 general
election, and the last day for ar indep-
endent candidate to qualify for the Nov..
5 general election.,

Second primary election, if necessary,
for the Nov. 5 general election,

Last day for registering to vote in the
Aug, 13 muncipal elections.

Last day for registering to bote in the
Aug, 20 muncipal election,

Election of commissioners whose terms
have expired in those cities and towns
having a commission form of government,

A run-off election, if necessary, in
those cities and towns having a commision
form of government,

A run-off election, if necessary, for
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mayor and aldermen in those cities and
towns not having a commission form of
government,

Last day for registering to vote in the
Nov, 5 election.,

General election of Presidential electors,
a U.S. Senator (Incumbent is Lister Hill),
U.S. Congressmen, two Associate Justices,
a member or members of County Boards

of Education, Presidents of Public Service
Commission, County Commissioners, County
Treasurers, Justices of the Peace, and
Constables,

The 1969 dates are approximately the same as those for 1965.

Taly 26, 1966
July 31
Sept. 1L

Seps, 19

July 23, 1968
July 28
Septe. 11

Sept., 16

GEORGTA

Last day for registering to vote in the
Sept. 1} primary.

Last day for candidates to a1 alify for
the Sept. 1} primary,

Primary election for the Nov. 8 general
election,

Last day for registering to vote in the
Nov, .8 general election, and last day
for independent candidates to qualify
for that election.

General election of a U.S. Senator (the
incumbent is Richard B, Russell), U.S.

Congressmen, a Governor, state administrative

officers, State Sengtor, and members of
the State House of Representatives,

Last day for registering to vote in the
Sept. 1l primary.

Last day for candidates to qualify for
the Sept. 11 primary.

Primary election for the Nov. 5 general
election,

Last day for registering to vote in the
general election, and last day for
independent candidates to qualify for
that election.

General election of Presidential electors,
a U.S. Senator (the incumbent is Herman
E. Talmadge), U.S. Congressmen, State
Senators, and Members of the State House
Of Representatives.




Feb, 1, 1965

March 12
Apiril 29
May 11
May 18
June 8

Feb. 1, 1966
April 18

May 7
June 7
June 28
- July 8
Sept. 29

Nov,., 8

Feb., 1, 1967

MISSISSIPPI

Last day to pay the annual poll tax of
$2.00. (Poll taxes for two preceding
years must have been paid in order to
vote in state elections.

Last day for registering to vote in
either the May O primary or the June 8
general election of muncipal officials.

(Note: a few muncipalities have different
election dates.)

Last day for candidates to qualify for
the May 1l muncipal primary.

Last day for independent candidates to
qualify for the June 8 general election
of muncipal officials.

Primary election of muncipal officials.

Second primary election of muncipal
officials, if necessary. '

General election of muncipal officials.

Last day to pay the annual noll tax.

Last day on which a candidate can
qualify for the June 7 primary election,

Last day for registering to vote in the
June 7 primary.

Primary election for Nov. 8 general
election,

Second primary, if necessary, for the
Nov. 8 election.

Last day for registering to vote in the
Nov., 8 election.

Last day on which an independent candidate
may qualify for the Nov, 8 election.

General election of a U.S. Senator (the
incumbent is James O. Eastland), U.S.
Congressmen, State Supreme Court Judges ,
Chancery Judges, and County Judges.

Last day to pay the amnual poll tax.

June 9
July 7
Judy 8

Aug, 8

Ang. 29, 1967

Sept. 28

Nov, 7

Feb. 1, 1968
April 5

May L

June L
June 25
Aug., 5

Sept., 26

MISSISSIPPI -2-

Last day to qualify as a candidate for
the Aug, 8 primary election.

Last day for registering to vote in the
Nov, 7 election,

Last day for registering to vote in the
Avug, 8 primary election.

Primary election for Nov. 7 general electiomn.

Serand primary, if necessary, for the
Nov, f general election.

Last day on which an independent candidale
may qualify for the Nov. 7 general
election by a petition filed in his behalf.

General election of a Governor, Lieutenant
Governor, Secretary of State, Auditor of
Public Accounts, State Treasurer, Attorney,
Superintendent of Education, three

Public Service Commissioners, Land
Commissioner, Supreme Court Clerk,
Commissioner of Insurance, Commissioner
of Agrigulture, State Senators and
Members of the House, District Attorneys,
Clerks of the Circuit and Chancery

Courts, Sheriffs, Coroners, Assessors,
Surveyors, Members of the Boards of
Supervisors, Justices of the Peace,
Constables, and Countv Attorneys.

Last day to pay the annual poll tax.

Last day on which a candidate can qualify
for the June L primary.

Last day for registering to vote in the
June L primary.

Primary election for the Nov., 5 general
election.,

Second primary, if necessary, for the
Nov. 5 general election,

Last day for registering to vote in the
Nov. 5 general election.

Last day on which an independent candidate
may qualify for the Nov, 5 election,
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General election of Presidential electors,
U.S. Congressmen, and those State Supreme
Court Judges whose eight-year terms expire.

Th?,datoo for 1969 are approximately the same as those for
1965,

March 18, 1966

May 1l

May 28

Oct. 29

Nov, 8

March 15, 1968

May 11

May 25

Oct,., 26

NORTH CAROLINA

Last day for candidates to qualify for
the Nov, 8 election.

Last day for registering to vote in the
Yay 28 primary.

Primary election for the Nov. 8 general
election,

Last day for registering to vote in the
Nov, 8 election.

General election of a U.S. Senator (the
incumbent is B. Everett Jordan), U.S.
Congressmen, State Senators, Members of
the State Ilouse of Representatives, a
Clerk of the Superior Court, Registrars
of Deeds, Sheriffs, Coroners, County
Surveyors, Countz Commissioners, County
Treasurers, and Lounty Solicitors.

Last day for candidates to qualify for
the Nov. 5 election.

Last day for registering to vote in the
May 25 primary,

Primary elections for the Nov. 5 general
election.

Last day for registering to vote in the
Nov. 5 general election. General election
of Presgidential electors, A U.S. Senator
(the incumbent is Sam J. Ervin), U.S,.
Congressmen; a Governor, state administrative
officers, State Senators, Members of the
House of Representatives, a Clerk of

the Superior Court, Registrars of Deeds,
Sheriffs, Coroners, County Surveyors,
County Commissioners, County Treasurers,
and County Solicitors.




Memo: To SNCC Staff

December 7, 1965

Fellow Member of the Staff:

I write this note as a follow up and attempt to see
that the decisions you made during the staff meeting of
November 24-29 are implempted.

Hopefully by now each of you have received the Dec,2,
memo from the finance committee which stated that the
financial situation is critical and serious. {(These are

rather dark days..the days of black outs; "but we are gonn'a
make it." In addition you should have recelved a note from

Fay Bellamy concerning the trip to the Soviet Union and

the statement on Vietnam and the Draft, sent out by Shirley

Wright,

Now concerning the trip I am enclosing all communications

that we have had with the student groups in the Soviet
Union for your information. All of you who are interest
in or have a desire tomRke this trip willrbb’please send
me your name by December 15,

In regard to the statement on Vietnam, I am asking
that if amy of you have any sucgestions or additions for
changes in this statement please advise me of the same
no later t han Monday December I3, 1965, We hope that
we will be able to make our position public as soon as
possible,

The minutes of the Staff Meeting will be forthcoming.

For Freedom and Peace

3
.

(/John Lewis

Fro~:: J&hn Lewis

All SNCC Staff

I have been back from Africa for more than two weeks. I hope

by now that each of you has a copy of the report on the trip.

I hope to talk with each of you about Africa and the movement

for liberation throughout Africa and how it relates to the
Civil Rights Struggle in this country. I am convinced more

than ever before that the social, economic, and political destiny
of the black people 6f America is inseparable from that of

our brothers of Africa.

On my arrival in Atlanta I was thoroughly informed about the.
questions and issues that were raised at both the staff meeting
and the staff retreat. I have read the position papers and
mlnutes, and talked with many members of the staff with great
interest concerning the nature of your deliberations in
Atlanta and Bay St. Louis. I only regret that I was unable
to take part in the many sessions of serious dicussion and
thinking. Fortunately or unfortunately I was in Africa on
what I like to call a "mission" of learning or an attempt to
cement the relation between the Civil Rights Struggle in this
country with the liberation movement in Africa.

Since being back, I have taken part in a Planning Committee
Meeting, (the committee planning for the next staff meeting)’
which was held in Pine Bluff, Ark. I attended the COF0 staff
meeting in Hattiesburg. I am just returning from a four-
day fund raising and speaking venture in the New York and
Philadelphia area. The trip to New York and Philly is
particularly the reason I am sending this memo to you at

this time. I would be derelict in my duty if I didn't share
with you some of my observations while in New York.

While in New York and Philly for four days, I had the oppor-
tunity to speak at five rallies and parties, and also attended
two smaller meetings of supporters. At each of these gatherings
some of the persons in attendance raised questions about

the following:

The alleged coup in SNCC:
"Bob Moses is no longer Director of the Mississsippi
Project, and he is out of the state."
"Jim Forman is no longer Executive Secretary of SNCC."
"John Lewis is no longer Chairman of SNCC."

The red-baiting of SNCC:
"SNCC has been taken over by the communlsts."
"Some of the key people in SNCC made a trip to Peking."
"Most of the volunteers that SNCC recruited were communists
or communist sympathizers."

Now we all know that there is not a word of truth in any of
this. We all should know that Rob Moses is still the Director
of COF0O, Jim Forman is still the Executive Secretary of the
Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee, and I am still
SNCC's Chairman,
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If T can further dispel the rumor that I am leaving SNCC or
the Movement, let me say -- and this is contrary to what
some of the staff have said -- that I have no plans for
leaving the Movement to enter school in either January 19865
or September 1965. I will be involved in the struggle one
way or another till every victory is won.

Our supporters and friends are confused and bewildered, for
they feel a sense of uncertainity and instability about SNCC.
It is hard to get people to invest in anything that is

shaky, unstable, and without a sense of permanence, whether
it be a country, the stock market, or a civil rights organ-
ization. I am of the opinion that these rumcrs are hurting
SNCC financially and otherwise. In addition, we are under
attack from many quarters -- the press, and other civil
rights groups. We must understand these rumors, and the
"red-baiting" as effective and destructive political gimmicks,
and we cannot take this lightly. The situation demands

that we reassure our friends, supporters, and the American
public that we are a unified, effective, strong, and vital
force on the American scene for social, economic, and
political change.

I am asking if all the staff to speak the truth of the work
and programs of SNCC. We have nothing to make apologies for.
Our projects and programs are worthy of support. While I am
not too concerned with our "image" in the sense that would
effect our policies and programs. As an organization SNCC
does what SNCC must do and in SNCC's own way, that's that.
What concerns me, however®'is: that we do not let certain
malicious and vicious rumors and attack go unanswered. On
the other harnd we must never staop so low to engage in public
slander or debate with any group.

I am asking Julian Bond and Betty Garman to use their respective
departments to make a special effort to counter these rumors

and attacks. Each of us must do our part to present the

truth about SNCC.

During the next few days I will be visiting all of the
projects and will be at your disposal. It is my hope that
we will have some serious and honest discussions. My
tentative schedule is as follows:

Décw.. 17-18 Central Alabama

Dec. 19-24 Mississippi

Dec. 28-Jan. 5 Mississippi

Jan. 6-7 Eastern Arkansas

Jan. 9-9 Southwest Georgia

Hope to see each of you very soon.

Uhuru!

John Lewis

Memo to &ll SNCC Staff
From Janet Jemmott
Regarding Vietnam and the draft

At the staff meeting we passed a resolution stating
that lawyers would be contacted to explore the possibil-
ity of filing suit against the selective service sys=-
tem and any other office within the armed services
which discriminates in any way against Negroes, I
took the responsibility for doing this, The intent of
this action would not be to desegregate the Selective
Service Boards throughout the South, but (merely a tactic)
to expose the inconsistency between what this country
says it is fighting for in Vietnam--"freedom"- and the
fact that the very institution which is mandated to bring
about freedom in Vietnam--the military-~ is committed to
a policy of segregation and discrimination. The fact
that Negro soldiers are fighting in Vietnam for a
freedom which is absent both in the country for which
they fight, and within the institution with which
they fight further exposes the contradiction posed
by this country's fighting for freedom ANYWHERE, except
at home., We realized that it would have to be made
clear that a desegregation of either of the military
would in no way legitimatize this organization's
aporoval of the war,

As regards the draft, a motion was passed stating
that a call would be put out for soldiers to refuse
to serve in the armed forces, because of Vietnam, and
to commit themselves to serve in the struggle for
freedom in the South., Their committment would take
the form of signing our draft list, stating that
they would be willing to "serve"_in the South., Efforts
would be made to contact Negro soldiers who have
served in the army in Vietnam, to commit themselves
to work in the South, i.e., to fight in this country--
which they should have been doing all alongs=

Bill Hall "Winky" talked about the possibility of
organizing demonstrations in New York, He is especilally
interested in getting black folk from uptown, downtown
to the U.,N. around the issue of Vietnam and possibly
South Africa -4md Rhodesia,

INCERT: One interesting side light is the fact that A
potential draftees now working in the Peace Corps and in
the Vista program, i.e., the Peace Corps at home, have
received one year deferrments from their draft boards.
This fact is all the more interesting when we consider
that the covernment pays the Vista kids to carry out
voter registration work in the South., SCLC also plans
to attempt to get deferrments for its workers and
associates of the draft age, The possibility of organ~
izing young black men in the urban ghettos around the
issue of the draft is perhaps much greater than it is in
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the South. We must keep in mind, however, that scores
of black men in the South are being shipped to Vietnam
(as they were to the Congo, and Santo Domingo and Cuba),
most likely in numbers disproportionate to their rep-
resentation in the population of potential draftees. Alot
of young Negroes volunteer their services for want of a
job, or the possibility of getting one outside of the
cotton patch (and we know whose fault that isi)., Gwen
Robinson suggested that we talk about all of these things
in our projects and that if possible pamphlets etec.,
should be used as resource material.

I realize that the discussion could lilave been more
fruitful if more neople had been there to participate,
I hope that you will tell me what you think about the
proposals, and will offer suggestions., All correspoudemcc
shonld be sent to me at P.0. Box 572, Selma, Alabama,

Yours in the Strugele,

Janet Jemmott (for the staff)

REPORT ON MEETING IN WASHINGTON, Saturday, March 13
. " Breeden
Attending: National “ouncil of “hurches (Spike et al),
SNCC (Featherstone and Barry): CORE ( Farmer and
Wiley)s; NAACP-no one; SCIC (Andy Young fer short
time at beginning; Faunterey); FDP ; Catholie
Interracial peopls and Jewish groups.

1. The provisiens of the proposed voting bill (proposed by the
President) were discussed. The provisions are:

age and residence «~- everyone who can sign their name
In any county or state where less than 507 of the people are
registered a fedsral registrar would sutomatically be
appointed, To be appointed by federal civil service
people in that area, ie. poss. Post office empleyees.
Penalties for those not fulfilling the job adeuqgately.
Applies to federal, state and local elections.
Federal ceurts can void edections about which there are complaintas
Stronger oréminal penalties for interference with voting activity
In places where over 50% are registered and there is still
harrassment and intimidation, federal registrar's teo.

2. Four issuoa/ fronts on which to push, etc. discuésed:

a. voeting legislation
b. MFDP challenge -- feeling was that challenge needs to be pushed,
too and that peeple should not get overly mebilized on
voting thing to the extent that they forget the challengs,
¢, federal protection -- feeling was here, toe, that peopls have
to continually raise this issue. Feeling was that peopls should
continue to raise it now in their home communities (not in DC)
d. making civil rights murder a federal crime,

people generally of the opinien that more meetings have to take
place to map out a six month "pressure and lebby" timetable...
around abeve four issues, Another meeting was cslled for Monday
at 2 pm. Alse Walter Reuther had called a meeting and to a man
those in attendance were offended by his telegram -- on the basis
that he was (as part of the establishment) picking the spokesmen
and leaders of the movement and pushing strategy, etc. Reuther' s
mesting is Wed. at 10 am in DC. All will attend but some sort of
discussion on objectives will be held Mondaye.

LBJ spparently said (to Wallace) that there would never be a repeat
of what happened in Selma Synday and that he, LBJ, would see %o

it that that was se. Perhaps we ought te organize around that

for a while and see if the pres. really means what he says --
which would, if pres. doesn't take action -- mean that we can keep
people involved en the issue of protection -- for the steam is
coming out of peeple's sails in the North after a solid week of
demonstrations...ed. notes garman,




Events in Montgomery may not permit me to attend the meeting
however SNCC will be represented, It is our feeling that the
focus and thrust of the civil rights movement has shifted
since Mxxak the March on Washingtén in 1963 and that the
groups invited to the meeting are ne longer representative,
We mmmXik strongly recommend xkmk the inclusion of an FDP
representative and possibly others at the meeting.

For freedom,

John Lewis

Lester MeKinnie/Wash SNCC

Melzetta Poole, Aimkmmm ASC, 19, hit in head; Galway Kinnell,
38,'toacheré Juniata College, Hintington, Pa, hit in jaw

bleeding; *“hedly Daivs 21 Montgomery hit on head; Frederick Krasi,
23, Amherts College, Fairport NY, hit in head, bleeding;

Eric Stern, ¥miwxmx UPitt, Cleveland, possible broken jaw;

Fran Lipton, UMich, Hatsdale, NY, leg broken by horase; Rhoda
Siegel, UPitt, Oceanside, NY, tripped by trooper, beaten;

William McCloud, 15, Montgomery, hit on head; Rev Gerald

Witt, Evangelical United Bretheren Church, Huntington, Pa.

Jomn Pillups, 18, Montgomery, kicked by horse; Rick Soderstron,
UIllineois;

Geneva Williams, 17, Montgomery, beaten, Steven Kuronya, 21, JapAM

Calif and U of Penna.,; Donald Hope, JuniataColj
ik iciRxekknlexk e kud kxknlx all treated at hospitals; aboutb
10 others treated but no information on injuries,

Helen Jordan, k% Alatate, 18; Anita Horn, Ala State, 18;

/&r((], i/'}‘/y;{q;"'//j







Statement by John Lewis 9/30/65 re/ acquital

The accgquital of Thomas Ccleman, murderer of Jcnathan Daniel,
should be the last in a series of hideous mockeries to assure the
fede ral government that it should expect no justice for its Negro
"citizens" in the South until the federal government itself accepts

the responsibility for insuring that justice.

The outcome of the trial was predicsable, considering the way
in which southern courts have always dealt with such matters.
Negroes and their supoorters are killed by men in the South who

realize that they have nothing to fear, either from their state

or federal government.

We therefore call for the enactment of & federal anti-lynch
law. We feel that the federal govermment can do no less if it
expects respect for law and order to orevail in the Negro community.
The federal government s ould be warned that further inaction

might very well light the fuse,

August 28, 1963
March on Washington

JOHN LEWIS
CHAIRMAN, STUDENT NONVIOLENT COORDINATING COMMITTEE (SNCC)

We march today for jobs and freedom, but we have nothing to be
proud of, for hundreds and thousands of our brothers are not here =
for they have no money for their transportation, for they are receiv::.ng
starvation wageseooor no wages, at alle

In good conscleme, we cannot support the administrationfs civil
rights bill, for it is too little, and too late, There!s not one thing
in the bill that will protect our people from police brutality.

The voting section of this bill will not- help the thousands of
citizens who want to votey will not help the citizens of Mississippi, of
Alabama, and Georgia who are qualified to vote, who are without a 6th
grade educations "One Man, one Vote', is the African cry - it is ours,
tooe .

People have been forced to move for they have exercised their
right to register to vote, What is in the bill that will protect.the
homeless and starving people of this nation? What is there in this
bill to insure the equality of a maid who earns $5,00 a week in the
home of a family whose income is $100,000 a year?

This bill will not protect young children and old women ‘i‘rom
police dogs and fire hoses for engaging in peaceful demonstrationse
This bill will not protect the citizens in Danville, Virginia, who
mast live in constant fear in a police stateo This bill will not pro-
tect the hundreds of people who have been arrested on trumpedeup
charges, like those in Americus, Georgia, where four yOUNg men are
in jJaily faciny & death’ penmalty . , for engaging in peaceful protests

For the first time in 100 years this nation is being awakened
to the fact that segregation is evil and it must be destroyed in ali
formse. Our presence today proves that we have been aroused to the
point of actione

We are now involved in a serious revolutione This nation is still
a place of cheap pol:x.t:.cal leaders allying themselves with open forms
of political, scomomic and social exploitatione

In some parts of the South we have worked in the fields from sun=
up to sun=-down for $12 a weeko, In Albany, Georgia, we have seen owr
people indicted by the Federal government for peaceful protest, while -
the Deputy Sheriff beat Attorney C.B.King and left him half-deads .
while local police officials kicked and assaulted the pregnant wife
of Slater King, and she lost her babys.

It seems to me that the Albany indictment is part.o-f a conspire
acy on the part of the Federal government and local politiciang for
political expediencye

T want to know = which side is the Federal government on ?




John lewis
Washington March
Page 2

The revolution is at hand, and we must free ourselves of the chains
of politlcal and economic slaverys The non-violent revolution is saying,
"We will hot wait for the courts to act, for we have been waiting hunw
dreds of yearse We will not wait for the President, nor the Justice Dew
partment, nor Congress, but we will take matters into our owm hands,
a2 nd create a great source of power, outside of any national strugtire
that could and would assure us victorye" For those who have gaid, "Be
patient and waitl" we must say, "Patience is a dirty and nasty words®
We cannot be patient, we do not want to be free gradually, we want owr
freedom, and we want it nowe We can not depend on any political party;
for both the Democrats and the Republicans have betrgyed the basic
principles of the Declaration of Independence.

We all recognize the fact that if any radiecal social, political
and economic changes are to take place in our society, the people, the
magsses must bring them about, In the struggle we must seeck more than
mere civil rights; we must work for the commnity of love, peace, and
true brotherhood, Our minds, souls, and hearts cannot rest until freee
dom and justice exist for all the people.

The revolution is a serious one. Mr. Kennedy is trying to take
the revolution out of the streets and put it in the courtse Listen,
Mr. Kennedy, listen, Mr. Congressman, listen, fellow citizens ~ the
black masses are on the march for jobs and freedom, and we must say to
the politicians that there won't be & "cooling-off periodh,

We won'!t stop nowe All of the forces of Eastland, Barnett and
Wallace won't stop this revolution, The next time we march, we won't
march on Washington, but we will march through the South, through the
Heart of Dixie, the way Sherman didsWe will make the action of the
past few months look petty. And I say to you, WAKE UP AMERICA I

All of us must get in the revolution = get in and stay in the
streets of every city, villa ge and hamlet of this nation, until true
freedom comes, until the revolution is completes The black masces in
the Delta of Mississippi, in Soiitlwest Georgia, Alabama, Harlem,
Chicago, Detroit, Philadelphia and all over this nation are on the
marche




John Lewis

Speech at March on Washington, 1963

 We march today for jobs and freedom, but we hawve nothing to be proud of,
For hundreds and thousands of our brothers are not here, They have no
money for their transportation, for they are receiving starvation wages
eeeOr NO Wages, at all.

In good conscience, we cannot support, wholeheartedly, the adminis-
trationts civil rights bill, for it is too 1little, and too late, There's
not one thing in the bill that will protect our people from police bru=-
tality,

This bill will not protect young children and old women from police
dogs =nd fire hoses, for engaging in peaceful demonstrations. This bill
will not protect the citizens in Danville, Virginia, who must live in cone
stant fear in a police state, This bill will not protect the hundreds
of people who have been arrested on trumped-up charges., Uhat about the
three young men in Americus, Georgia, who face the death penalty for en-
gaging in peaceful protest?

The voting section of this bill will not help thousands of black
¢itizens who want to vote, It will not help the citizens of Mississippi,
of Alzbama, and Georgia, who are qualified to vote, but lack a 6th Grade
edueation, "One man, one vote," is the African cry. It is ours, too.
(It must be ours.)

People have been forced to leave their homes,because they dared to
exercise their right to register to vote, What-is there in this bill to
insure the equality of a maid who earns $5 a week in the home of a family
whose income is $100,000 a year?

For the first time in 100 years this ration is being awakened to
the fzet that segregation is evil and that it must be destroyed in all
forms. Your presence today proves that you have been aroused to the point
of action, 7

We are now involved in a serious revolution, This nation is still
a place of cheap political leaders who build their careers on immoral
compromises and ally themselves with open forms of political, economic
and socizl exploitation, What political leader here can stand Xip and say

"My party is the party of principles”? The party of Kennedy is also the

John Lewis, "Text of Speech to be delivered at Lincoln Memoriale
Original," August 28, 1963 (Atlanta:s Student Nomwiolent Coordinating
Committee), mimeographed,

rerty of Eestisndsc'The:party of Javits is also the parﬁy of Goldwater,

Where is our party?

In some parts of the South we work in the fizlds from sunup to sun=
down for $12 a weeks In Albany, Georgia, nine of our leaders have been
indicated not b y Dixiecrats but by the Federal Government for peaceful
protest, But what did the Federal Government do when Albhany's Deputy
Sheriff beat Attorney C.B. King and left him half-dead? UWhat did the
Federal Government do when local police officials kicked and assaulted
the pregnant wife of Slater King, and she lost her baby?

It seems to me that the Albany indictment is part of a conspiracy
on the part of the Federal Government and local politicians in the ine
terest of expediency, I want to know, which side is the Federal Governe
ment on?

The revolution is at hand, and we must free ourselves of the chzins
of political and economic slavery. The mon~violent revolution is saying,
"We will not wait for the courts to act, for we have been waiting for
hundreds of years, We will not wait for the President, the Justice Dew
partment, nor Congress, but we will take matters into our own hands and
create a source of power, outside of any national structure that could
and would assure us a victory," To those who have said, "Be patient and
Wait", we must sazy that, "Patience is a dirty and nasty word," We cannot
be patient, we do not want to be free gradually, we want our freedom, and
we want it now, We cannot depend on any political party, for both the
Democrats and the Republicans have betrayed the basic principles of the
Declaration of Independence,

We all recognize the fact that if any radical social, political and
economic changes are to take place in our society, the people, the masses,
must bring them about. In the struggle we must seek more than more civil
rights; we must work for the community of love, peace and true brotherhood,
Our minds, souls, and hearts cannot rest until freedom and justice exist
for all the people,

The revolution is a serious one., Mr, Kennedy is trying to take the
revolution out of the street and put it into the courts. Listen, Mr, Kene
nedy, Listen Mr. Congressman, listen fellow citizens, the black masses
are on the march for jobs and freedom, and we must say to the politicians
that there won't be a "cooling=off" period,

All of us must get in the revolution, Get in and stay in the streets




of every city, every village and every hamlet of this nation, until true
Freedom comes, until the revo lution is complete, In the Delta of Mise-
sissippi, in southwest Georgia, in Alabama, Harlem, Chicago, Detroit,
Philadephia and all over this nation, The black masses are on the march}
We won't stop nows All of the forces of Eastland, Barnett, Wale
lace and Thutmond won't stop this revolution., The time will come when
we will not confine our marching to Washington, We will march through
the South through the Heart of Dixie, the way Sherman did, We shall
pursue our own "scorched earth" policy and burn Jim Crow to the ground--
mon=violently. We shall fragment the South intc a thousand pieces and
put them back together in the image of democracy. We will make the action

of the past few months look petty. And I say to you, WAKE UP AMERICAl}

Student Nonviolent
Coordinating Committee

6 Raymond Street, N.W.

i 688-0331
Atlanta 14, Georgia January 17, 1964.

Enclosed you will find a copy of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating

Committee's February lst, 1964 "Freedom Day Acti‘on Project'. It will be
the 4th Anniversary of the Sit-ins. We believe that the gains made by the
Movement since February lst, 1960 are impressive in many respects but
we must seek to move into another phase of the struggle with renewed and
expanded action.
In order to effectively carry out this program we must ask the

cooperation and support of all organizations and persons in the civil rights
struggle. It is important that on or around February lst national attention

be focused on our Southland and the whole nation on the issue of civil rights

.and youth unemployment.

Sincerely yours,

Jo ewls, Chairman SNCC

“O’w man, One ’l/ote ”




oot B,

Student Nonviolent
Coordinating Committee

6 Raymond Street, N.W.
Atlanta 14, Georgia 688-0331

Statement of James Forman, Executive Secretary of the Student

Nonviolent Coordinating Committee. February 1, 196..

Atlanta Constitution, ¢/o Harold Davis.

The Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee did not vote
against the entire proposal of the Summit Leadership Conference pre-
sented on January 30, 1964, We voted against an amendment which would
establish the cooling off period for thirty days. Once the vote was
taken we agreed to abide by the decision of the Summit.

This decision does not mean that a cooling off period is now in
effect. The Summit's statement was only a reaction to the Mayor's
proposal for a cooling off period. It is now necessary for the Mayor
to accept or reject the proposals of the Summit Leadership. If he
does not accept them, the cooling off period is not operative.,

“One man, One Uole 7




Text of speech presented to the ‘
American Society of Newspaper Editors
Washington, D. C., April 16, 1964

by John Lewis, Chairman

Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen:

Negroes throughout the country are pressing a great welter
of demands. They are seeking adequate income, decent housing,
effective education for their children, and non-discrimination
in public accomodations, to mention but a few. In the Deep
South we are forced to demand the right to vote, Our people
are tired of being voiceless and invisible in the political
arena. Their sweat and toil have harvested America's food, have
buil¢ its roads, buildings and industry. So we say: "Let us
also participate in building our destiny." Years of brutality,
unsuccessful negotiations and broken promises have forced us
to take to the streets to press our demands,

Some of you may say, "But look at all the progress we've
made." And I say yes, you are right, but the civil rights
struggle is just beginning. The Senate is now debating the
civil rights bill., It is not nearly as strong as it should be,
But even if it is passes, there will be much suffering before
it becomes a reality. We see this from past experience. If
existing laws had been enforced, we would have many more people
registered. Vote workers would not have been shot at; homes
would not have been bombed. People seeking to register to vote
would not have lost jobs and homes. '

Any person who in any way interferes with the right of a
Negro to vote in Mississippi commits a erime against the Federal
Government., He commits as much of a crime as does the gunman
who walks into a bank and robs it. Title 18, Section 594, of
the United States Code makes it a crime to interfere with the
right to vote. That law has been on the books since 1948, but
nobody has ever been prosecuted under it. I doubt if there is
a policeman of any sort in Mississippi who has not broken that
law several times since 1948, but not one of them has been
arrested.and prosecuted for it,

The Federal Government has been toying with the registrar
of Forrest County, Mississippi, since 1961. This man, Theron
Lynd, has been convicted of civil contempt,; criminal contempt,
and has been enjoined from discriminating against Negro voters.
Yet he still discriminates, and remained unjailed while waiting
for the recent Supreme Court decision concerning jury trials
for Governor Barnett and the then Lt. Governor Paul Johnson.
And so I say, the struggle is just beginning.

The Federal Government - the present administration, at
any rate - has not helped the movement with the appointments
of federal judges. For example, Federal Judge Harold Cox of
Mississippi, who was appointed in 1961, called Negro voting
applicants "a bunch of niggers," and said they were acting like
a "bunch of chimpanzees." And so I say, the struggle is just
beginning.

This summer however, we are again presenting the Federal
Government with an opportunity to ac*. With the cooperation
of other civil rights groups, under the banner of the Council
of Federated Organizations, we plan to install some 1,000




summer werkers in Mississippi. They will teach in the Freedom
Schovls, staff Community Centers, register as many as 400,000
Negroes on mock polllng lists, and will do the often dangerous
work of voter registration.

There are four congressional candidates in Mississippi
today, who are Negroes. If they lose, they plan to challenge
the right of white Mississippians to choose who shall represent
the state in Congress. There will be challenges at the Demo-
cratic Convention in August, and we will see whether the country
is ready and prepared to allow full representation in Congress.

The Federal Government's challenge will come earlier. It
will come as it is coming now, and has been, in the black belt
arcas of the Deep South, Will the government, at last, take
action on the intimidations, threats, shootings, and illegal
arrests, searches and seizures that are a direct result of
voter registration activities?

Registering to vote is an act of committment to the
American ideal. It is patriotic. The Federal Government must
decide whether it wants to let southern Negroes register. It
must make that choice this summer, or make us all witnesses
to the lynching of democracy as it allows our workers to be
harrassed, beaten and jailed...

As we have suffered and struggled over the last four years,
we have come to the conclusion that segregation continues, not
because of a handful of sick people, but because the larger
communlty, made up of people of good will, has remained silent
and in effect given quiet consent to the system.

Thousands of dollars are being spent to defeat the civil
rights bill. These people will not hesitate to spend millions
more to insure that the laws are not enforced if the bill
is passed.

Some people have pointed out that the Supreme Court :
decision of 1954 did not desegregate the schools, but freed
the civil rights groups to begin desegregating the schools.
And when the civil rights bill 1s passed, we will be free to
begin desegregation on a nation-wide scale in all phases of
American life. And all of us, young and old, North and South,
must accept the respon51b111ty of making it work.

Because ours is a nonviolent movement with a moral base,
our job is to confront each human being with his potential to
help build the "beloved commun¢ty", to stand up for truth and
justlce. I ask each of you, what will you do? What will you
give of yourself? Will you help us build?

Our task has been put before us, and so, in the words of
the late President, "Let us begin." The day must soon come
when justice, truth and freedom will exist for all of the
people in America, and not just for some of the people.




STUDENT NONVIOLENT COORDINATING COMMITTEE
6 RAYMOND STREET, N.W.
ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30314

STATEMENT OF SNCC CHAIRMAN JOHN LEWIS, June 12, 1964:
SNCC_SHIFTS NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS

The concern of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC)
for several hundred teachers and college students from across the nation
who will be working in the Mississippi Summer Project, has led to a de-
cision to shift our national headquarters to Mississippi for the summer.

We believe the nation is not sufficiently informed, nor the federal
government sufficiently aroused, about the possibility of violent repri-
sal to the summer project. An upsurge of white terrorist activity thro-
ughout the state in the past few months, and the passage of six new laws
by the state legislature designed to halt the summer's activity, gives
grounds for concern.

The SNCC executive committee and staff, after a three-day meeting
here this week, has finalized plans for a "Move to Mississippi." SNCC
has committed the bulk of its resources and recruitment to the Missis-
sippi Summer Project. The state-wide Mississippi Council of Federated
Organizations (COF0), which sponsors the project, is predominantly di-
rected and staffed by SNCC, and the summer project plans culminate three
years' work in that state by SNCC.

This move should not construed as abandonment of other projects.
The Atlanta SNCC office will continue to coordinate SNCC projects in
Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia and North Carolina. In addition, Atlanta
will have a continuing communications staff to answer queries about the
project, and to verify news, names and dates. Most news will emanate
however, from the SNCC office in Greenwood,

SNCC Executive Secretary James Forman, Communications Director
Julian Bond and Chairman John Lewis will leave Atlanta in the next few
hours for a two-week orientation session in Oxford, Ohio. New summer
volunteers, primarily recruited and processed through some 30 SNCC cen-
ters in the North, will be trained there for work in voter registration,
Freedom Schools and community centers.

From Oxford, those leaders and other SNCC staff will proceed to

Mississippi. SNCC expects to have summer workers based in all 82 of the
state's counties by early July.

The massive summer project is planned by an alliance of local civic
groups which formed across the state in response to vote drives, known
as the Council of Federated Organizations. In the winter of 1962 SNCC
workers helped draft a plan to combine these local groups through COFO.

A mock ballot campaign in the fall of 1963 attempted to enlist the
assistance of other national groups working in the state. As a result,
the state-wide federation is now directed by SNCC worker Robert Moses,
and supported by the Congress of Racial Equality, Southern Christian
Leadership Conference citizenship teachers, and the Mississippi State
Conference of NAACP Branches.

S Pieffey 407 For cutl

Selma, Alabama
Feb. 10, 1965

John Lewis:

Sheriff Jim Clark proved today beyond a shadow of a doubt that
he is basically no different from a Gestapo officer during th
., TFascist rape of the Jews. Clark broke up and arrested(all the
'"ldﬂjéé?:;gembéfg/if a peaceful assembly before the courthouse here in Selma,
2 & Alabama,

He then proceeded to run, push and prod some 200 students down
the highway as his posse.mem<yalked and ran behind them shocking
students with electric cattle prods.

Students who fell to the ground were prodded and forced to
get up on their feet and were three or four miles into the
country. They then were forced to turn around and run back &m into

town., When friendly people attempted to pick them up, they were
forced away,

m This is but one more example of the inhumanm, animal-like treat-~
ment of the Negro people of Selma, Alabama. This mation has always

come tp the aid of people in foreign lands who are mxmEkx gripped UBger /é%}/
a reign of tyramny. Can this nation do less for the people of Selma?
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STATEMENT OF SLA TER KING, CHAIRMAN OF HUNTER DEFENSE COMMITTEE,
S MARTIN LUTHER KING, SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE,
JOHN LEWIS, STUDENT NONVIOLENT COQRD].NATING COMMITTEE

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 1966

We urge Governor Sanders to initiate an investigation of the

Hunter brother's case and of the process of jury selectimon in
Schley County, Georgia. From facts available to us now, we
have questions concerning the validity and the le gality of the

arrest and pending trial of Charlie and Willie Hunter,

Negroes, who make up 56% of the population of Schley County,
are effectively excluded from jury duty, This makes a fair trial of the

youngsters, accused of killing a white policeman, impossible.

Whether or not the youngsters are guilty, we hbpe their accusers
will remember that the southern land of Georgia has long run

with the blood of Negroe s who died mercilessly at the hands of

white racists,

We hope the fair-minded men of Georgia will recommend
lenient treatment of the accused, Georgia law is clear in its

defense of those who resist unlawful arrest,

We hope that Governor Sanders and other Georgia citi;ens
will endorse whatever steps are ne cessary to see that Charlie
and WVillie Hunter receive a fair trial,

/signed/ Slater King

Martin Luther King
John Lewis
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NEWS FROM

STUDENT NONVIOLENT COORDINATING COMMITTEE
360 NELSON STREET, SW

ATLANTA, GEORGIA

FOR RELEASE FEBRUARY 14, 1966

Slater King of the Hunter Defense Committee and John Lewis, chairman
of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee, joined with Dr, Martin Luther
King today to "urge dovernor Sanders to initiate an investigation of the
Hunter brother's case and of the process of jury selection in Schley County,
Georgia.' The civil rights leaders questioned the "validity and legality" of
the arerest andjpending trial of Chatlie and Willie Hunter who are accused of
killing a white policeman.

Charlie Hunter allegedly shot and killed city policeman John A, Hardin last
November 13th on a dirt road about a mile outside the Ellaville City limits.
The boy said he feared that Hardin was about to kill his brother Willie, 19,
Willie is also charged with murder,

Concerned c itizens in Southwest Georgia have forme d the Hunter Defense
Committee to attempt to free these youths. Slater King, president of the
Albany Movement, is chairman of the group. He said the committee hopes to
include persons in other parts of the nation who have voiced concern about
the case.

Slater King pointed out that Officer Hardin and another man stopped the

Hunter brothers on the road outside Ellaville, although the policeman's
au?hority did not extend beyond the city limits,

The man with Hardin was identified as Kermit O, Green, a foreman with
the Georgia Highway Department who also acts as county jailer. Sheriff
William Mareene Ellis testified at a preliminary hearing that Green had no
authority to arrest any;body anywhere. The sheriff said that Green should have

been feeding prisoners in the jail about the time that he and Hardin

stopped the Hunter brothers.
The brothers said that Willie Hunter, who was driving their car, was slow
in getting out of the vehicle after it was stopped. They said the policeman

then hit Willie Hunter with a club while Green held a pistol and an automatic

rifle. Charlie Hunter said that ye yelled to Hardin, '""Don't hit him anymore."




The boy charged that Green pushed him back into the car while Hardin hit his brothe&. o

with the club again.

The Hunter brothers related that Willie was lying on the ground half-conscious,

and Hardin was preparing to hit him again, when Charlie grabbed the pistol from Green

and shot the policeman.

The brothers were taken to the Sumter County jail in Americus, where they have
been held without bond. Their family has employed C, B, King, an Albany attorney,
to defend the youths.

Attorneys for the Hunter brothers are challenging the system of jury selection in

Schley County. They say it results in the exclusion of Negroes, who make up 56%

of the county's population.




Student Nonviolent Coordinating Commitice
100 Fifth Avenue, NYC
YU9-1313

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Speech by John lewis  Memorial Dinner of Council for American-Soviet Friendship

I am glad to be here today to pay tribute to Mr. Morford, who has worked for so many
vears to help bring about a relaxation of intecnational tehsidnss

We know that for many of these years, and even today, public endorsement of friendly re-
lations between Americans and Russians is an unpopular stand. But because I am also con-
cerncd with peace, and I feel the necessity for this work, I salute Mr. Morford for his
admirable contributions and wish him well for many wmore years in the struggle for peacze,

¥We in SNCC have recently achieved a greater understanding of the pressures an orsanizne-
tion can hiring down on its head when it takes a forthripht position on international affaiis.
As you inow, we issued a statement January 6th condemning the U,5. goverrmeat for its
brutal role in Vietnam, and were immediately attacked, not only by the Georgia press and
legislatire, but even by a few Negro leaders. I am happy to gay, however, that cupport Ic
our pesition and for Julian'Bond's right to sit in the seat to which he was lczally élecie
has cone from all over the country. Perhaps this means that the Americza public can becor
invelved in discussions about the policy which the American Governiont has adopted in thei
name. Ve hope so.

T
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lany people have called and written us to ask why a civil rights organization wonld Zai=
a pesition on foreign policy. T would like to say a few words abont this to pive TCu an
idea of how our thinking developed to this point. We soon found in the Scuth tnat prellens
of diserimination lay much deeper than the "white only" sign -- that behi=d %his Sipn wa
the fact thot many thousands of people were denrived of the right to- political re entation.
Not only did they not have a right to sit at 5 lunch counter, but they had no r o say
who va35 poing to govern them, where they were go ng to work, how they were goin ec~

"Spras
igiab .t
£ o t©2
vcated, indtod, how and if they were go ng to live. We are fighting for this ncw in the
Flack Relt., -

And since wie were involved with the struggles of the black commnity in the South, we
coon could not ignore the situation in Vietnam. How could we fight for real and frez elec-
tions in Alabama and Mississippi and igngre the U.S. role in Vietnan to deprive the Viet-

namese of this ripght? How could we remiain silent when the U.S. governmany SChU LAYiin
Uvisiona Lo Vietnam and Santo Domingro to protect "frecdom and democracy™ and wo have ~ot
La see one federal agenl . protect us or any of the. Negroes with whom we worl:?

S - ) -7

When we did say this, many people chided us that we should have lkept silcnt and de
ourscives solely to civil rights; that we were"harming our cause" and "confusing tl
hat ihese people were really saying (even those with good intentions) was that 1o
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cve only allowed to speak about Negroes.
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ot we are Arericans too, and our government's role in Vietrmam horrifies and shamzs us.
Wiz va.o pencn in Vietnam -- we want the Vietnamese people to run their own country —- we
want the 1.5, soldiers in Vietnam to come home now and §tand with us in the Black Belt
while we rapgister to vote.

We hope that other civil rights organizations will join hands with pedce groups to bring
this terrible war to a close. Only through a united effort will public opinion be able to
deto

eter our government [row the course they have embarked on, And as we join hands with all
ol you, who have devoted so many years to try te bring peace to the world, we hope yca will

cennvinue Lo support us in our own siruggle to bring democracy to the Negrocs of Ameiica,
Both our struggles are really one -- to create a world where every person can live a life of
~dignity and face a future of confidence. '
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a 8 Negroes continue their strides toward social justice¢ , political and
econ, freedom, the words of Frederick Douglas must remain as fresh in our
minds as the morning news paver:

"...This strugrle may be a moral one, or it may be a physical one
end it may be both a moral and a physical one but it must be a struggle!
Power concedes nothing without a demand, It never has and it never will, |
Man may not get all he pays for, but he must certainly pay for all he gets
veolne 1imits of tryants are prescribed bv the endurance of those whom
they oppress..." v 5

Negroes thw out the country must continue to press a gregt welter of demands.

They must seek a dequate incomes, decent housing, aquelity edcation for

their children and nendiscerimina*?on in 211 other aspects of American life,

The Neero people,who are XXABH tired of being voiceless and invisible in the

political arena;” whose sweat and toil have harvested America's food, have

bnilt its roads and buildings, will begin to say, with a sense of cer-

ta‘nty that "we will participate in building and shaping our own destiny.”

Generations slavery and centuries of segregation, unsucceesfull negotiation,

mixed with brpken vromises, ghetto and slum conditions, have forced now

and will continue to force Negro people to take to the streets to press

their demands,

‘here is no single action that Negroes can or should take to be assured

that they will have now and in the “uture the same rights and privileges

as all other Amer%cans., XHEXXEE¥XX¥ It has become cystal clear during the

pas t few vears that no s/ngle individual XEXAPEEKIAYKEIXH or group of

individualgor organization can speak for the Negro, The vpeople are speaking

for themselves, TFor past history will testify to the fact that if there

u‘%;g*ng be continuoss and major stridesgiowa rds "the Promiseland of Freedom!
ecroes forevéle orga-ized, socially conséious and politiecally alert,

We mnat continue to raise certain guestions and certain problems that

civil richts gro-ps can neither answer or solve, but dramatize them in

such s way that it will force thé governments to address themselvesto

the basic needs of all of the vpeovle,

The action of Negroes in the future will radically alter the social, eco, &

and politcal institutions of this society., We will create pockets of

political power in the north and sduth. Indder for us to keep this power

there must be orass-rooots , block bv block(political organiying,/community;dg X

by community and city by city Wecnwjgrassimilate into the StrUCture(? de se wouldna

XXBXABXHE ut rather must remain the’conscience of both political ‘E”‘“%Shﬂtbﬁﬂ

varties, X Let no major political party take nus for granted or think that
they have us in their back pocket,

We have been and still are the most visible and at the same time invisible
segment of the American population., Visible, not only because of the system
of slavery and segrecation that has excluded us and set us apart in a cage
of humiliation and H¥ exploitation, but because of our color. Invisible
because those who look refuse to see and understand us., A1l forms of

action and protest on the part of the Negro people, whether X emotionally
spontaneous or foramlly organizied, have been attempts to make ourselves
XI¥IXIE and our plicht visible., Mrs, Rosa Parks made herself and the people
of Mont, visible in the bus bo¥cott in 1956, Mrs, Fannie Lou Hamer made

the politically disenfranchised Negro in Miss, visible at the Democratice
Convention in Atlantiec City, *he march from Selma to Montgomery was not

a march for IH social integration, but a HEFEHXBERXXKEXKEKEXSE an attempt on
the part of Black man and women to wmake themselvespolitically visible,

With Los Angeles and Chicago fresh in our minds, we mist be co nizant

of the FBCT, that the actions of Negroes in the fut re will make living

STUDENT NOKVIOLEHT COORDIVATING CO:MNMITTESR
6 RAY'OND STRIET, N,U,

ATLAUTA, GEORCIA 30314

688-0331

JONi LEWIS

Ls Chairman of the Student lonviolent Coordinating Comﬁ—
ittee (SKHCC), John Lewis holds a unique position in the
civil rights wovement, HHe is the only civil rigzhts head elected
by civil rights activists,

Lewis oversees the operations of 150 staff members work=
ing on voter registration and direct action projects in resistant
areas of Deep South states,

Lewis, 23, was born in Troy, Alabama vhere his mother is
a laundress and his father a farmer and county school bug driver,
lle attended the public schools of Troy and Pike County and was
g:qguated from'hmerican Baptist Seminary in Yashville, Tennessee
in 1961 with an A.BL,. degree in religion. e has nearly con=

pleted work at Tisk University in Nashville for the A.B, degree

in ﬁhifogdphy.

Lewis was Chairman of the llashville Student 'lovement for
two "years, Before accepting the Chairmanship of S:CC he had
participated in nonviolent workshops there even before the
South-wide sit-in drive began, He led the drive there which
opened virtually all public facilities in Mashville last spring.

lie was a participant on the Freedom Rides in 1961, and
helped continue the Rides from Alabam@ to “iississippi after
they had been halted as "too dangerous." Lewis was beaten
in the 'iontzomery bus station,

He has been arrested 31 times. Since assuming the SNCC
Chairmanship, he has engaged in direect action and voter rege
istration drives at SiCC projects in Wississippi, Arkanmsas,
Alabama, Georgia, Virginia, and *laryland.

He was one of the speakers during the historic farch
on Vashington, August 28, 1963,

The Student Uonviolent Coordinating Committee was founded
at a conference of student sit-in leaders 1in April 1960, STCC
vorkers, who receive subsisténce wages for their full time
participation in the movement, live with disenfranchised and
dispossessed Hegroes in the rural South,

ONE UAN - OUY VOTE




Student Nonviolent

Coordinating Committee

6 Raymond Street, N.W.
Atlanta 14, Georgia

Dear Friend:

Enclosed you will find a copy of our pamplet, DANVILLE, VIRGINIA.
This is our first venture into printing and distributing this kind of
information. We attempted, by focusing on one Southern community,
to bring to the attention of the reader problems of police brutality,
recalcitrant public officials, and a rigid economic power structure,
which by its silence, compounds the injustices of the Southern system.
It should be noted that Danville is an "upper South' city. Negroes in
the deep South, in Selma and Birmingham, Alabama, Greenwood and

Ruleville, Mississippi and Americus, Georgia find these forces
multiplied.

The rapid spread of the Movement, across the South and the nation,
dictates better communication - North and South - which can only
come through more frequent publications. This need we intend to fill.
We hope to be able to send you the Student Voice, our newsletter, on
a weekly basis plus occasional pamplets, like the Danville story,
throughout the coming year. Your support is needed. A contribution

to the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee entitles you to receive

the Student Voice regularly.

You can help us bring this information to the public through your
contribution.

Freedom,

C)*J,Lﬁ L) aos f Forman

‘John Lewis James Forman
Chairman Executive Secretary

“One man, One ?/ote 7

Student Nonviolent
Coordinating Committee

6 Raymond Street, N.W. . :
Atlanta 14, Georgia _ 628-0331

Dear Sir:

I am writing to correct some mis-statements of fact appear~
in in a recent column syndicated by the Newspaper Enterprise
Association by Bruce Riossat and carried in your newspaper.

Nothing about Atlanta's racial troubles could be further
from the truth then the statement reading: ",..It is a story of
white and Hegro leaders arrayed together against a small militant

band of Negroes sparked by the so-called Student Nonviolent
Coordinating Committee."

In fact, the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee began
sustained demonstrations here at the invitation and request of
the Atlanta Summit Leadership Conference =- a ccalition of local
and national civil rights grcups that was formed here in October
1963 in an attenmpt to solidify the demands of the Negro community,

The Summit group includes the Atlanta Branch of the National
Association for the Advancement of Colored People, the Wational

Urban Leaguc, the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, and
many local community-wide groups.

Such an endorsement does not indicate that SNCC is arraved
against llegro leaders here, but rather that the entire Negro
community has joined together to remove segregation from Atlanta,

The group made repeated requests of city, county and state
officials and private businessmen in an attempt to negotiate
further integration here, When these conferences appeared to
fail, the Summit asked SNCC and its local affiliate, the Committee

on Appeal for Human Rights, to conduct demonstrations against
segregated eating places.

€ Iy
he Man, One Vote




The "top level” meeting the column describes between Atlanta
Mayor Ivan Allen and Negro leadership made an attempt to solve
some of Atlanta's problems, But when Mayor Allen would not grant
any of eight requests made by the Summit leadership group, they
voted to continue demonstrations,

A little over a week ago, 150 doctors and dentists, and 50
college teachers from the Atlanta University Center, demonstrated
downtown and in front of a segregated hospital, For the past
several weeks over 30 white college students from white colleges

in Atlanta have conducted picket lines against segregated restaurantse
in this city.

Surely this 1s not a picture of "white and Nerro leaders
arrayed together" azainst SNCC but of the total Negro community,
with the aid and assistance of some vhites, acting progressively
to end racial discriminatiocn here.

I am enclosing for your consideration a copy of a column
written by a reporter for the Atlanta Constitution which appeared
on their editorial page on February 15, 1964,

Sincerely,

__ foneiTrmnfore

JAMES FORMAN,

Executive Secretary,

Student Ncnviolent Coordinating
Committee

"ONE MAN - ONE VOTE"
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(SUB LEWIS) U p/ [\;m e
(ATLANTA)=-THE LEADER OF THE STUDENT NON-VIOLENT COORD INAT ING

COMMITTEE + o oJOHN LEWIS o JRECOMMENDS THAT MEMBERS OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS
' RGANIZATION AVOID THE DRAFT .

-LEWIS, IN ANSWER TO A QUESTION BY NEWSMEN, SAID MEMBERS COULD
WRN THEIR DRAFT CARDS "IF IT'S THEIR INDIVIDUAL DESIRE." :

- LEWIS SAID HIS OWN DRAFT STATUS WAS CHANGED LAST WEEK FROM ONE-A-~
WHICH MEANS IMMEDIATELY AVAILABLE FOR INDUCTION INTO THE ARMED-
“ROCES=-TO ONE-O (ONE-OH)--WHICH SIGNIFIES A CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTOR .

LEWIS CALLED A NEWS CONFERENCE TO READ A PREPARED STATEMENT
QONDEMNING U-S POLICY IN VIET NAM, AND ENCOURAGING AMERICANS TO WORK -
N THE CIVIL RIGHTS FIELD AS AN ALTERNATIVE TO FIGHTING IN SOUTHEAST
BIA, | o

LEVIS, IN ANSWER TO NEWSMEN'S quzsr.mns, REFUSED TO SAY WHETHER
"E IS A COMMINIST BUT COMMENTED...*I BELIEVE IN THE BASIC PRINCIPLES
& DEMOCRACY AND BELIEVE THAT PEOPLE HAVE A RIGKT TO CHOOSE THEIR |
OIN WAY OF GOVERNMENT ,® |

- LEWIS SAID HE DID NOT KNOW IF JULIAN BOND, AN S-N-C-C LEADER,
SUBSCRIBES TO THE ANTI-MILITARY POLICIES. BOND HAS BEEN ELECTED
To THE STATE LEGISLATURE AND IS TO ASSUME OFFICE MONDAY. HE WILL

"E REQUIRED TO TAKE AN OATH UPHOLDING THE CONSTITUTIONS OF GEORGIA
AD THE UNITED STATES. '

LEWIS SAID HE HAD NOT ADVISED DR. MARTIN‘LUTHER KING JUNIOR OF
- TODAY'S STATEMENT s HE SAID HE HAD NO PLANS TO STAGE A PEACE MARCH

N VIET NaM, *° _ |

LEWIS HAS BEEN HEAD OF THE STUDENT NON-VIOLENT COORD INAT ING
'COMMITTEE THE PAST SEVERAL YEARS. HE HAS BEEN IN THE FOREFRONT OF
MNY BRUIS ING CIVIL RIGHTS DEMONSTRAT IONS . HE HAS BEEN BEATEN AND
 AILED A NUMBER OF TIMES, , )

LEVIS SAID HE DIDN'T KNOW. IF ANY MEMBERS OF HIS ORGANIZATION ARE
B VIET NAM BUT HE IS CERTAIN SOME ARE IN UNIFORM: HE MADE NO
RECOMMENDAT ION TO THEM, - L
" LEWIS SAID HIS ORGANIZATION HAS A RIGHT TO DISSENT WITH U.Se
POLICY. HE ACCUSED THE GOVERNMENT OF BEING DECEPTIVE IN ITS CLAINS
GF CONCERN FOR THE FREEDOM OF THE VIETNAMESE PEOPLE, )

HE SAID THE SLAYING OF SAMUEL YOUNGE IN TUSKEGEE, ALABAMA,
THIS WEEK IS NO DIFFERENT FROM THE MURDER OF PEASANTS IN VIET NAM,
_DUNGE WAS AN S-N-C-C WORKER. o | |

. LEWIS "ESTIMATED THAT 85 PER CENT_ OF. THE MEMBERS OF HIS GROUP
RE SUBJECT TO DRAFT LAUS.

HE SAID HIS ORGANIZATION WILL MAP A CAMPAICN DEMANDING THAT
WORK IN CIVIL RIGHTS BE CONSIDERED A DRAFT-EXENPT ACTIVITY.

HE SATD. ..

"WE BELIEVE YOUNG PEOPLE WHO ARE GIVING THEIR TIME IN THE CIVIL
'RIGHTS MOVEMENT MUST NOT BE TAKEN OUT AND SENT TO FIGHT "

RC340PES 1/6




The Denocretic Party of the State of Missieeippi hae presented
; Trojan Horee to the Democratic Nationel Convention.

On July. 28 a Democratic State Convention was held in Jackson.
%:Miseissippi. Thie convention officially "accomplished" the follow-
ing; Firat, it declined to endorse a presidential candidate, more

epecificelly, it declinedﬂto plunge into a headlong endorsement of

Berry_Goldwater,;the'Republican nominee, despite_the obvious yearu=-

oj}inge:of‘the'naae offthose~preaent. Second, it drafted no platform

resolutions, deepite the suhmission of numerous resolutions from
~county conventiona denouncing (to use the mildest possible word)
_'the policiee of the preeent adminietration in their virtual totality
end denying the exietence of any bond, organizational, legal, philo-
eophical,Atreditional or otherwise, remaining between the state
'Democrate and their national nameeakee. Third, it named, with be-
- wildering speed, a complete slate of delegates, alternates, and
4Natione1 Committee repreeentativea, to be sent to the eonclave at
.Atlantic City. This delegntion is, strangely enough, not digni‘ied
tby the preaence of the Governor or ‘other elected state officialg==
- The etate Attorney General, Joe Pattereon,‘waa named, but quicklv
.‘resigned, claiming that he hed not euthorized the use of his name,
nThie is. the same Joe Pattereon,vby the wey,'who, on qeptemher 19,
?~l962, eccuaed Robert Kennedy, his Oppoeite number in the federal
4i;government, of having "become general counsel for the NAACP, Martin
Luther King and other radical/ﬁgitetore and trouble-makers." More J
recently, in February of this year, he demonstrated during the course

“of an interview on the eubject of the adminietration 8 Civil Rights




Bill, his profound respect for the legal foundations of our society

by becoming his own Supreme Court: "It (the Bill) is unconstitutional

and we don't inten& to abide by it if it passes...We intend to disre-
gard it!" Though not himself a delegate, Patterson has promised to
present the delegation's legal defense before the Credentials Com-
mittee in thevevént of a challenge, Aside from state officials, the
delegation is. similarly bereft of the‘presence of both senators and
all fivevcongressmen0 Likewise hidden from view is State Democratic
Chairman Bidwell Adam,.who rallied to the side of then Governor Ross
Barnett in the latéer's cataStrophicaily irfesponsible defiance of

. federal court orders demanding the admission of James Meredith to

the ﬁnivérsity of Mississippi. Adaﬁ,theﬁ thieatened Robert Kennedy
to the effect that "atonm bombs would.be more welcome" than marshals
in Mississippi. Wheﬁ,it became evident that the law would neverthe-
less be énforced, Adam, on September 26, 1962, declared to a crowd
in‘Gulfpoft, Mississippi that he was “"through" with the national
Democratic Party. It should fy‘this time be obvious that such an
’eminent1y bdious personage as.Barnett’hihself could not be included
in this delegation, 1In fact, avmost sig;{ficant feature of this
delegation is the virtual exclusion of pérsbﬁages wvhose involvement
in racist and rightjwing Mississippi’politics hés been so conspicuous
as to be automatically offensive to liberal Democratic opinion. A
glaring exception: the notorious Judge Tom Brady of the State_Supreme
Court, author of that grotesque classic of white supremacist and anti-

'Semitiq ideology, Black Monday, officer of such ultra-Right groups

as For America, Liberty Lobby,'and The Association of Citizens' Coun~

cils., He was one of the founders of the Mississippi Citizens' Council.




In a speech to the far-Right 'Crusaders, Inc.' organization, on Decem- |

ber 15, 1962, Brady called for the formation of an 'American Party'
since, "Both Democratic and Republican parties are vying with each
other to see which can be the most socialistic...This Frankenstein
monster we call a federal government has set about to take all pwwer
it can get--and to lead us down the read to socialismband communism
with that power," and consequently, in the Brady view, fedefal aid
is but the usual procedure for subversive infiltration., Brady is so
infamous that his appearance in this delegation may be due solely to
his position as incumbent National Committeeman,

Most of the members of the "official" Mississippi delegation are
unknown to the general public outside the state, though some are
wheels of major importance at local and staesewide levels. They in-.
clude corporation lawyers, local political bosses and officials,
rlanters, industrialists and merchants, and ékbauk president or cwo!
as well as several state legislators, Their political attitudes
probably lie at least as far to the right as those of more conspi-
cuous leaders, though they are rarely as well publicized. Delegates
such as State Senators Herman DeCell (State Sovereignty Commission;
Citizens' Council attorney) and E.K, Collins (Citizens' Council meﬁ-
ber) are, as is indicated by their legislative careers, on the ex-
treme Right. By contrast, Attorney Ddug Wynn of GreenvilleAwas in-
cluded in the delegation as a direct pipeline to the very fount of
national Democratic power-=Lyndon Johnson himself, The President
is Godfather to Wynn's seven-year-old daughter and Wyﬁn-is 6therwise

considered to be on cordial terms with the chief executive, But let

us examine this man W&nn-a little more closely:

Wynn is thirtyétwéiyearélbld and has not previously run for or held
public office, 'Ndr‘ﬁaa'he beén‘othervise conspicuous in state politics,
His law firﬁ, hoé?ve:, is general éoﬁnsel for the Greenville Baﬁk and

Trust Co. and the City of Greenville, 'More a1gnificant1y, it is local

' counsel forlMissishippi Power and Light Co., Mississippi Valléy'cas Co.,

Sﬁﬁthgrn Bell Telephone Co,, U.S. Gypsum Co., and various large northern
1ngutance,companie§. But this is only the beginning, While studying
léw at thg University of Texas in Austin, Wynn met Miss Lil& Clark of
Aus;in, now his wifé. Her father, Edward Clark, is senior partner in
thg 1aw firm of Cigrk, Thomas, Earris, benius_énd Winters, Austin, Texas.
I£ reptgsénta Central Power‘and*tight'Co., Southern Union Gas Co,, and

Capital National Bank in Austin, Clark himself 1is Chairmaﬁ of the

Board of Capital Ngtiongl, of which his law partner Denius 1is a Director.

Another member of the Board of Directors is Allen Shivers. Denius is

‘ also a Director of Southern Union‘Cas., But over and above all this, Ed

Clark is nanEstidnably’ohe §f the most powerful lobbyists in Texas,
being'feputgd‘fovhave 17 of’the 31 membe:é of the Texas State Senate
in his pocket’oh most issues, He lobbies for major international oil
comp#nies and 1#fge trucking 1nter§sts., And he is one of Lyndor John-
sonis closest agaéciates in Texas politics,

fhg guestibnbuatutally‘ariees: Is the President of the United
States'prepared to ignore the shocking record of the 'Mississippi State

Democratié_?arty'-for’fear of incurring the wrath of Ed Clark? Or‘is

Lyndon Johnson prepared to look at that record and dispeuse»rational

political justice in the name of the liberal tradition for which the




Democratic Party stands? We await an answer,..

The dubious Democrats of Mississippi hav§ ihdicated, with no en-
thusiasm whatsoever, that President Johnson's name will ippe;r'on theT
ballot in November, probablj vithout’the Democratic Party label. They
therefore feel that they have satiasfied the minimai requtreménts of

party loyalty and are entitled to wheel their deceptively well-behaved

Trojan Horse delegation into the Convention Hall, After all, as State .

Senator Caraway (Washington Coﬁnty) cynicallyvputfic, “If the Demo~
crats for Goldwater movement had prevailed /= at the State Conven-
tion_7, the national party would have been justiffed in refusing to
accept the regular Mississippi delegation,” And Charles C, Jacobs,
a Bolivar County party leader, was even more crude, sayingvthat,
"this carries on the fiction of some kind of alliance between the
state party and the national, because of the position of our Congress-
men as Democrats. It may relieve them of some emb#rrassmént." They
feel that the Democratic Party of this nation is so desperaté for
support that it will trade its principles for the"meéa of poli;icall
trash which the Mississippilans offer. Senatbr Carawvay was mosf ex-
plicit on this point, He felt that, "there is going to be a”tremen—‘
dous undercurrent to court the South, We’ré going to‘haﬁe.more bar-
gaining power than we've ever had in the 'smoke-filled.réoms.'ﬁ
State Rep, W, DeLoach Cope (Arcola) was even more blunt:‘ “Ourlidea
iz to go to the convention in Atlantic City ;n§ see what we can get.,"
On September 9 the State Convention'wtll'rpconvéne,1n Jacksdﬁ and
will endorse the candidacy of Barry Goldwater., VState Chairmanésidweil

Adam noted "a very definite Goldwater sentiment at the éonventiou

‘ bhcause‘of‘hiq stand and vote on the civil rights act and 1if I did

not say this I would be trying to fool myself." The Washington Post

~repofter ¢0vertng‘tﬁe convention noted Goldwater bumper stickers a-

dorning the cars of numerous convention delegatessincluding the staff

car of His Excellency Gov. Paul Johnson, Not a single Lyndon Johnson

sticker was in evidence (Wash., Post, July 29, 1964). And Charles

Hills, veteran reporter 68r the Jackson, Miss. CIarioh-Ledger, a news-
paper which avi#ly»suppotls the preéent st#te administration, noted

(July 29, 1964) that,

"Delegates openly voiced themselves during recess and
prior to the convention being called to order, as favoring
the candidacy of Sen, Barry Goldwater,

' "It was an open secret that the delayed convention re-
opening Sept. 9 18 for the purpose of allowing the conven-
tion to swing to Goldwater as an individual,"

On the day of the state convention, a State Representative with the

ironically appropriate name of William McKinley urged Mississippians.
to cast party labels aside to vote for Goldwater or else "contihue
down fhe liberal road to a Sociéiisﬁic Dictatorship." And, on the
l;vei of-lpw comedy, an 1nformallp011 taken in the State Senate (all
"Democratic") on Jﬁly 15 yiéided the following results: Goldwater
(not yet officially nominated), 36; Gov, Géorge Wallace of Alabama
(not yet withdrawn from the presddential race), 12; President Lyn=-

don Johnson, 13 and Calvin Coolidge, 1 (NY Iimes, July 16, 1964),
11, Let's Look at the Record

In return for¢i six-week delaj in the dubious Democrats' endorse~

" ment of Goldwater, the,Demo;fatic Party is being asked to ignore the

record; vhich begins with 'mere' party disloyalty and descends from




there into the most incredible depths.

In 1960, the Mississippl Democrats resumgd their State Conven-
tion on August 16, follwwing the conclusion of the national éonven-
tions of both major parties. It hdépted a resolution vhich decigred,
"That we reject and oppose the platforms of both National Parties And
their candidates,.”" Gov, Barnett and other leaders then thtew their
support to a slate of unpledged electors. A minority faction, led by
ex-Governor J.F, Coleman and Chairman Bidwell Adam, campaigned for
the Kennedy-Johnson ticket. The unpledged slate carried Mississippi,
polling over 118,000 votes; But the national ticket polled a re-
spectable 108,000~--proving that Barnett and the Citizens' Councils
had not yet reduced the Democratic Party of Missisbippi to a cringing
subservient orthodoxy. But Barnett and the rest of what Hodding Cgf-

ter, editor of the Greenville Delta Democrat-Times, has called "our

home-grown totalitarians,” were determined to manipulate the race is-
sue to enforce just such an orthodoxy. In September, 1962, Ross Bar-

nett seized upon a federal court order to admit James Hy’&credlth t6~f

the University of Mississippi as a means of pushing the Democratic

Party of Mississippi past the point of no return.

This is no place for a detailed recounting of the events surrbuﬁd-

ing the insurrection at Oxford on Septembér'30, 1962; an excellent
study may be found in James W, Silver's The Closed Society. But a :
few facts are immediately relevant, Oniseptehﬁer 13, 1962 ﬁarnett,
in the course of a statewide televtsionraddres§,7ptoelaiﬁed with all
the solemnity of a tribal witch doctor casting a hgx; the "1n£erposi-

tion" of the "police power of the Sovereigh State of Mississippi"

between "the people of the State of Mississippi" and the federal
government, This was tantamount to mainﬁaining that the writ of a
federal court did not run in the State of Mississippi. He further
stated that no échool in the state would be integrated "while I am
your governor" since the "integrity," and hence the "survival," of
the white race was ﬁhreatened, "We will not drink from the cup of

genocide.," PRoclaiming his readiness to go to jail in pursuit of

his grotesque ideals, Barnett then called upon all state officials

who lacked such "fortitude" to submit their resignations. With the
issues so drawn, the Democratic politicians of Mississippi, during the
ensuing days of hysteria which preceded the riot, fell all over one
another to deﬁonstrate the extremism of their support for the gover-
nor. Only three state legislators dared voice their opposition--
and they were subéequently purged in the 1963 primaries. All five
of the present Miésissippi members of the House of Representatives
joined the chorus (Rép. Fraﬁk Smith, who went into opposition, was
defeated in November, 1962), The five Congressmen were joined by
Senator Eastland. In the final few days before the riot, Mississippi's
Democratic Establighment.attempted to blackmail President Kennedy,

the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals, and Attorney General Robert

Kennedy by warning of the possibility of "violence"--a real possi-

bility only because these same leaders evaded their clear responsi-
bility. They did not conspicuously voice any determination to pre~
serve law and order. The mood of the state Democratic leadership was

perhaps best exemplified by State Representative Malcolm S, Mabry

(Coshoma County), who denounced "mouthings abost 'law and order.'”




